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September 24, 2003

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Belinda D. Stewart
Superintendent, WCCW

. i.l /' ."
Sleven B. Baxler4"i1jz~-­
Investigator, WC"'cW
POSSIBLE STAFF MISCONDUCT RE: CO ROBERT BUSTER

'-·c-"'· ,~"" ..-,',•..•," -,-,--,-, . '..,.

SYNOPSIS: On Monday 9/22/03 WCCW 1&1 received an Incident Report (IR)
dated 9/21103 (see attachment 1) alleging Staff Misconduct by Intermittent
Correctional Officer ,(C9)~f)~~J:tBuster. AccorlJiiJg to the IR CO Buster had
taken Inmate, . , () J-Unit property room on
9/20/03 where he took offIlls radio, embracia~' "". d began to kiss her.
co Buster is then alleged to have caressed ight breast, her bntt and
then began to caress!J,!irY!'IAA.~ on 9/2FO~ "'0'" ,:, ' aw CO Buster talking with
another Inmate~&(i)'."."" '·the J-U~tOffice and after,,' ,
talking with her fouri~~!!!,l:;lill:dsaid the same ,things to~.i:J

:::~~t~~t~~~::~~~:ed~~~~~;:S::rli;;s
intel-vi~wed and placecrilnii~"call sta'fus'pending completion of this investigation.

INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEWS:

Inlna~0~,wrote a statement dated9/21/0
2) andwliSinterYtewecF9'[23/03,iIi Ws statement and interview . elated that

.on 9/20/03 arourid 0850 hrs, she had been locked out ofher room &¥I!i~~1iower. lIM
,,-approached CO Buster to open h~er room. While they Walkedt.' room

COBuster made Comments like '~MMM you sure smell good, if there's . " gyou
need come talk to me, anythingj~;d;lJ:bltstet was smiling as he said this. About five '

:=~~e~:~~:erw:~e:~~:~a:t:wh~,mlhe 7::eP:~n;~~ .

~~~;l~;:::~ ,.'~~:~~~~~~:tl~ra S1fv.~d
.."Betweei110QO:andl:015 hrs, ,', ,.. _. ,nit CCl's Qffic~ asking

,"vOiillB:6k. G9 B.ust~ i!SkedherIq: ,'a~ellt " .... t'e~a'iJega'n,'ibieil her
thas e wlis'averybeautii\1l woman" offthef~rd" then hegiifito askherquestions like (

,-,._.".', -'-:"';;>;;i,':"';"'-": ,,"'- ......''' .';<:"',;"','_:,,,.,.-., .... ,-',:"',: c." .:<.-,,':. : ....._""',:,,'" _.- .'--:"-"':"'<.; .:. _.::':,:;':_.;.,_:,-:,-,,_,-'-,.,/,_.:,._,:, ,_,'. "c"",,:"" "'c-.. ':"',',~:·C"'''·.'·'''' ,,_,":';;_,': '" <' :.:( ...:""<'-'".,,..:,:_:..,,',_>.. :":_,':/:':'__':_,":<;

'/.
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Page 2
Case 09-047-03-FOl
RE: Staff Misconduct: Robert Buster
September 24, 2003

when she was getting out, what she like to do when she got out, was she married? At first
~statedslJ,"?WI!!l tlatteredbut then began to feel real uncomfortable. CO

Buster.. then tOld....... .••... ..... ....• .•...•. th.... ath.,e ~ad .some property fO.r her .an.. d took her to the unitproperty room. .. .tjiought It might be the PIs she had ordered was not. CO
Buster instructed .toenter the room he then stepped in and Closed the door.
C()B~ter then r~ovcllNs radio and placed it on the shelve and approached IIM
......1.CO Buster tll'iWbegan to kiss~d touched her on her right breast and
IO"Yer area. ~tated that-she was shocked and didn't know what to do. 11M .
~tated that~1;l"?.f~isted then he told her that nothing happened but first asked if she
was all right. IIM~ote that she told CO Buster that she was very uncomfortable
and he stated that he to).jlddeny everything.

, I/MIIIIIlIIItsaw~n the CO's office with CO Buster on 9/21/03 and later
approachl:dher in theMSCya.rd. While talking they discovered that bothhadbeen..told
the same type ofremarks by CO Buster..During her interview c:m'9i23/03 IIM-'
stated that CoBuster had told her that he had to be car"?f\1l p~use another'o~
lost his job when he got an inmate pregnanthere. IJMiIIIi;tated that she would take a\ _." '. ',_,',,' ",.... .. .. :, 0.... ..
polygraph to prove her statements. . ' .
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Inmate "0 ~ )N'as interviewed and gave a written statement (see
attaChment 3)on 9/22/03. IJM ',,:" '·.~tes that on 9/21/03 CO Buster called herto the
CO's office. CO~uster askedIIM 0 change her job from laundry to help with
Linen exchange. After returning from the laundry exchange CO Buster again called her
to the office and this timebegan to ask her questions like "where do you live. how much
tiili,e'do you have left?" ,Then CO Buster asked IIMIll!ilt0 take out his trash as I/M

.~::~~~~~~::~l~:~~~~~::~~:~;,,~hT~:~t~~:;t:a~~he
turneclaround and looked athimwith uncomfortable confusion."~~then asked. .
~ohave~ seat and handed her tw? clo~g requ~t,~j,R~,andtells her" 1think

~~~~~:;~~u:i=:~ ~.:~~~l:~;:~:tt.t:d~a~=t~as
rum, " Wlide a Comment about ~e si~eofthe jeans and then handed th~slips back to IIM

stated that she really needed the jeans and CO Buster stated, "1 just gave you
th(;~e:ps:toyou because there ate ears and eyes aro1l}ld here aildhv,a9t..u. ,,' look like
you came iliherefor a reason." CO Buster thenproceedec:tto t611 ' . "a quiet
voiqe llqw fine she )}ia~,lfQdwassure all the imnl!tesand'~dshii . ,', ~.cO
BUSter then said' , ",,)·'t voice" It can be done, tt'hasm,eff.done, te,',buUt's very
~g#6uS," ", ", 'cd CO:BuSterifhe,didi1't.li~~e·,a¥f~lm:~:~rerei?li~d'~Fuok

. het, rill .not'woi : •er, 1am-worried bec~use anotlier officer.got l!'.girl pregnant .>

">:"':',:"/\\:,'-':': ;:';::;);'f' ",/ c' t',· '-f'" :'"
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Case 09-047-03-001
RE: Staff Mi$conduct~Robert Buster
September 24, 2003

here before and I don't want to go to jailor lose my job, you know what I'm sayin~,but
believe me it can be done" and he~uUled and winked.

CO Buster then asked IIM._oto retrieve some passes that had fallen down the
side of the desk, as he couldn't reach.them, As~eD.t over to reach for them
COBuster is alleged to have said, "you aren't wearingany underwear are you?" IIM

.......~tates that she didn/,)t,.E~~Pond but hurried up and finished as she walked past him
he brushed up against1&1_1chest and said, " damn that is nice." CO Buster then .
is alleged to have told~o keep quiet and he would see h~ before he left
work.~t,lItes thatsb:eleft iIl.~li/,)* and went out to the yard until he was off
duty. Later~pproached~d said, "Did he say off the record
1:lJiJ1gs to you?"~stated that she h~sitated and then replied yes at that time IIM
••tated that CO BUsterhad said the samethings to her as he had to me on Saturday.
~lli1sostatedthat CO Buster had takenher to the staffbathroom and kissed her.

"·,, ... ·,· .. v·,· I

Inmat:~'0l:}_was interviewed on 9/22/03 and related that she
hadbeen told !lyher roommate'~l;C:OBuster had. taken herintothe property room and .
had kissed and groped her. ~stated thatat first IJMllllhadbeen flattered by .
the remarks made by CO\B\.lsterbutthat the incident in the Property room had scared her.
I1M1IIIIIJrelated that ~P.~.Jlad called her mother to ask for advise on what to do and had
her mother call~sisterto relate what had occurred. . .

CO Robert Buster: was interviewed on 9/22/03 and denied all accusations. IIMBuster
states that only one inmate was taken to thepropertyroom on the day in question and that
she had-blonde hair and wanted shelves for her-locker.. CO Buster stated that he would
never mess with an inm~tebecause he had heard about the CO that had gotten an inmate
pregnant and had lost his job.

Investigation Factsr'

• The stories ofboth inmatesare close but not exact in phrases allegedly u$~d by
CO Buster .

• IIM.~¥'~tered a Pblygfaph on 9/23/0~- the ;esults of this test
shtl~W~as NOT being deceptive when she answered YES to the
follqwmgquesi:ioris~.t) Did CO Blisterkiss you and 2.) Did CO Bustercaiess

. yoUr preast'? .
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Page 4
Case 09-047-03-FOl
RE: Staff Misconduct: Robert Buster
September 24, 2003

• A review ofI/~clothing requests did show a request for PIson her last
clothing request and issue form dated 8/24/03 (see attachment 4)

• A review of~Ij>honeusagedid in fact show a call to her mother on
9/21/03, whenmonitored the call did include the information ofthe CO Buster
and~ncident. ~d.id request that her mother callVM_
sister and relate the informationof the incident.. .

• When interviewed CO Buster stated,I wouldn't mess with an inmatebecause I've
heard about the CO who had gottenan inmate pregnant and lost his job. Both
inmates had stated that he told them variationsof this same statement.

4 Attachments
1. IR Dated 9/21/03
2. ~rWritten statementdated 9/21/03
3. ~tten statementdated9/22/03
4. Clothing request and issue form dated 8/24/03
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f~ STATE OF WASHINGTONa.u" OEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS INCIDENT REPORT

C~NUMBER LIVING UNIT

DATE /TIME OF INCIDENT 09-21-03

WITNESSES

USE OF FORCE INCIDENT 0 YES~ NO

PLACE I AREA OCCURRED J UNIT

f-------------\1IIIiIIIiII

DETAILS: Who was involved, what took place, how did it ha· en .des.critionol any injuries, damage, use of force, etc,
Attach additional sheet, 'il necessary i1NMATE. ., '. ",,'" "',' . SKEDTO TALK WITH ME IN
PRIVATE, I WALKED OUTSIDE WITH HEREWHERE SHETOLD METHATC/O BUSTER HAD TAKEN HER INTO
THE PROPERTY ROOM. WMERE HI;,TQoKHIS RADIO OFF AND PUT IT ON THE SHELF AND SAIO.HE DIDN'T
WANTTO BUMPTHE BUnONS. J .. iSTATED THAT HE EMBRACED HER SHOULDERS, THEN STARTED
KISS.ING HER. HISHAN~.,E.. D..... '.HE:R RIGHT BREAST, HE FELTMYBUTT. AND TH.E.NHE...STARTED TO
CARI;SS MY VAGINA. ~_I§.AJD TODAYSHE SAW HIM TALKINGWIT~IN THE OFFICE.
_JSA.JIOPSIlSE TALKEDWIT~....' UTS.IDE AND HE WAS TELLING H.. ERTHE SAME THINGS HE HAD TOLD
~_~SAID SHE TALKEDWIII-JI-JER ;lISTER ON THE PHONE TO FIND OUT WHAT TO DO.
ALSO TALkED WITH HER ROOMMAtE..,i .

I IMMEDIATE ACTION TAKEN: Notified MSC Sg!. Belfour

REPORTING STAFF SIGNATURE TITLE CIO DATE 09'21 -03

~cJtK. TIMBROO"·'
~~~17 \

,
@RIGIN~L,rt$~~~~~~~i[~~~,~,~'~\l1$i$IJ!~~~!~m~!b;f'iJt,I$:;~FFIl!lE,

DATE I TIME RECEIVED INCIDENT NUMBER

,

INVESTIGATION ASSIGNED TO BY DATE

.,

Distribution by AssociateSuperintendant;
~ Superinten<jent . Dlntelligence Officer
OShlft.Commander 0 clinical Directoro Safety Officer 0 Other

o Other
~ Other Ltwemet.
o Other "

<

DOC 21-458 (F&P 10/1612001')WCCW' Attachment ( i )
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~
POLYGRAPH SERVICES

William D. Tults
140918'" AveCT.SW
Puyallup, WA 98371

POLYGRAPHEXAMlNATJON REPORT

TO: Investigator Steve Baxter
Department of Cofl'!lClions
Washington Corr!lClions Center for Women
PO Box 17
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

Subject:

DOB:

Requested by: Inve!3tigator Steve Baxter

Examination Date: 09/23/03

Offense: Statement Verification

Purpose of Examination: To verifyofrefute the subject's allegations that Officer Busterkissed
herandfondled her breast.

Priorto the polygraph examination, the subjectwas advised of her Polygraph Rights andwaived
theserights by signing the atil;lched form.:

CONCLUSIONS

A polygraph examination was administered to the subject on the above issues.

Based on the physiological responses produced by the subject on four (4) pOlygraph charts, in
the opinion Of. tllis examiner, she was not attempting deception when sheanswerecJ "yes" to
the following relevant questions: )

1. HasOfficer Buster ever kissed you?

. 2.' Has Officer BuSter everfondled your breast?
",. ". . c,' ,•..." '" , ..,

.. .. '"'' \

A second examiner, EricKillian, has reviewed this examination andconcurs with the:numerical
evaluation. and.conclusi.ons: .

Seotember 23; 20031 .
ri~e~;¥iepOii' .
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