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Armed officers
at VA may be
excessive for
area’s needs
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But that official statement, complete with
phrases like “expecting the best in protection
and police services,” rings somewhat hollow in
Central Minnesota.

If this was Chicago, New Yotk or even the
Twin Cities, it might seem more pressing to
give guns to people who patrol a hospital.

Remember, though, ours is a VA hospital
with more than 480 units for nursing home
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Perhaps St Cloud VA officials could make
the need more convincing if they would relate
in detail the security threats officers deal with
daily, What kind of crime or violence takes
place at a health-care facility that merits people
carrying firearms?

Unf ly, VA sp Rose Ble-
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fidential because it often involves patients.

But even 5t. Cloud Hospital, which has the
region's biggest trauma center, doesn't give its
security staff firearms. Yet it probably sees and
treats many more front-line victims of today’s
violence than the VA. Gang bangers. Beaten-up
spouses. People on drugs.

Bill Becker, director of security and safety at
St. Cloud Hospital since 1976, is quick to point
out hospitals and their security forces must
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equipped to deal with it.

But even Becker can'l envision the need to
That's not to say St. Cloud Hospital guards
aren’t well-equipped. To the contrary. They are.
Since Feb. 1, St. Cloud Hospital's 13 officers

have carried Taser guns, Jess-than-lethal
weapons that deliver a 50,000-volt electrical
current to a person, causing lemporary immo-
bility and allowing autherities to take control
okthe person.

‘Tasers, along with things like beanbag or
stun guns, are relatively new rungs on what law
enforcement calls its “Jadder of force.” The lad-
der starts with talking and moves upward to
non-lethal weapons and, at the top, firearms.

So perhaps that is what is most unsettling
about the VA's decision to arm its police offi-
cers. Instead of adding a Taser rung, the jump
was made to the top of the ladder by adding
guns.



