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Personnel Complaint Work Sheet Case Number
Type: Personnel Sub Type: Incident Date: 5/26/19 Incident Time: 6:30 pm
Detail or Troop L evel of Investigation
Initiated By: [JC = Citizen [{IS = NYSP CTV: K1424 K 3
Mode Received [ EMail [ Fax B In Person | [] Letter [ Phone [ Survey

Synopsis of Complaint: During an investigation of an injury to person while in custody, a review of video
footage revealed Trooper James E. Huestis, SP Wappinger, my have used excessive force while removing
an emotionally disturbed person from a residence.

Subject(s) of Complaint
Employee ID # Last Name First Name MI EOD Maiden Name
N =_= =1 Huestis James E 4/21/08

Complainant Information (if Member see below)

Namo Address City & State Zip Code
Home Phone Work Phone Cell Phone

Member Information (if complainant)

Employee ID # Rank/Name TZS
5 . Captain Paul M. DeQuarto K200
Administrative Notification Information — Dates are required — Times are desirable

Receiving Member

Employee ID # Rank/Name Date Time
i | Sergeant Lawrence A. Puccio 5/28/19

Troop Notification

Employee ID # Rank/Name of Member at Troop Notified Date Time
= ) Major Richard L. Mazzone Jr. 6/14/19 11:15am
Employee ID # Rank/Name of Member Notifying Troop Date Time
fF—= Captain Paul M. DeQuarto 6/14/19 11:15am
Division Notification

Employee ID # Rank/Name of Member at Division (or Duty Officer) Notified Date Time
e Staff Insp. Robert C. Gregory 6/14/19 1:00pm
Employee ID # Rank/Name of Member Reporting Complaint to Division Date Time
f— Major Richard L. Mazzone Jr. 6/14/19 1:00pm
Employee ID # Rank/Name of Investigating Member Date Time
e Lieutenant Peter B. Healey 6/18/19

Some fields have a built-in Help feature that will work when opened with Word. With the cursor on the field,
you may click F1 to invoke Help or check the status bar on the lower left for tips on data entry.




i PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BUREAU
PERSONNEL COMPLAINT TRACKING

DCN: 2019-0203  CTV: K1424 REGION: SRQ LEVEL: 3 TYPE: Personnel Complaint
Subject(s): Trooper James Huestis

Investigated by: Licutenant Peter B. Healy Troop or Detail: K

Staff Inspector: Robert C. Gregory Date Occurred: 03/26/19

SUBJECT HISTORY REVIEWED? [X] AUDIO? [] VIDEO? [] ON PROBATION? []

ALLEGATION: Excessive Force
SYMNOPSIS: 06/14/19 review by Zone Supervisors of video footage from an injury to prisoner while in custody administrative
investigation revealed the defendant’s injury occurred as the result of excessive force used by Tpr Huestis,

Investigation revealed Tpr Huestis responded with other Members to assist V/Wappingers PD with an MHL armed with a knife.
The subject was located hiding in the residence; he was taken into custody and handcuffed behind his back. He was
resistant/belligerent while being escorted from the house. Afier descending the porch stairs, an attempt was made by the 3 Police
Officers holding/escorting him to have him sit on the stairs. Tpr Huestis was not one of the three Police Officers escorting/holding
the prisoner. As they attempted to guide/pull the prisoner back/down to sit, Tpr Huestis approached the prisoner from the front. As
he was facing the prisoner, he leaned in, bending down to help seat the prisoner. The prisoner’s head moved forward and he spit in
Tpr Huestis’ face. Tpr Huestis reflexively/instinctively punched the prisoner in the face, injuring the priscner’s nose and injuring his
own hand. Although the one strike was immediate/instinctive/reflexive in response to the physical/aggressive actions of the prisoner
while Tpr Huestis was in a vulnerable position, he struck a handcuffed prisoner who was being restrained by 3 other Police

Officers.

Major Richard L.. Mazzone, Troop K Commander, recommended this Personnel Complaint be closed as Founded, with Tpr Huestis
violating:

Reg 8A2, specifically Article 31B4 for using more force than necessary;

Reg 8D1(2) for engaging in improper conduct toward a prisoner;

Reg 8A8(2) for bringing discredit to the Division.

Staff Inspector Robert C. Gregory discussed this at length with Major Mazzone, and concurs with the findings.

Finding of Investigation: Founded [] Unfounded [ Unsubstantiated [ ] Closed by Investigation
Recommended Level of Adjudication: Troop Level [] Division Level
Adjudicated at Troop[ ] Date: Disposition:

Date Forwardcd to Assistant Deputy Superintendent — Professional Standards Burean: 01/30;‘20 RCG.
Assistant:Deputy Supérintendent = Proféssional:Standards Biireau )

Comments:

Finding of Investigation: [X] Founded [ Unfounded [] Unsubstantiated [] Closed by Investigation
Recommended Level of Adjudication: O Troop Level <} Division Level MSR

Date ForWardcd to Deputy Superintendent — Professional Standards Bureau _
roféssionaliStandardsiBureant m2EL;

l Commcnts:

x] Division Level Recommended [] Troop Level Recommended
Date Forwarded to First Deputv Supermtendent

:First Deputy Superintendent. =
Direction:
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* | O] Trgop Level—Return to Chief Inspector D/[)ivisiun Level -- Forward to Division Counsel
| Date Forwarded to Counsel or the Chief Inspector: ————— o =
| L] Troop Level Rank/Name of Member Notified

| Date Notified: Notified by Whom:
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ANDREW M. CUDMO KEVIN P. BRUEN
Governor First Deputy Superintendent

March 2, 2020

Trooper James E. Huestis
New York State Police
Troop K

Poughkeepsie, New York

Re:  DCN:2019-0203
LETTER OF CENSURE

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION
Dear Trooper Huestis;

On May 26, 2019, vou and other State Police members assisted the Village of
Wappingers Falls Police Department with a complaint involving a male armed with a knife who
refused to leave his parents” residence, The individual, who was intoxicated and combative, was
taken into custody under Mental Hygiene Law §9.41 and restrained with handcufifs. Another
Trooper and Wappingers Falls Police Officer escarted this individual from the residence, followed
behind by a Dutchess County Deputy Sheriff. You approached this individual, who was
uncooperative while exiting the residence, from the front in an attempt to assist the other officers
with his remaoval from the residence. As you leaned forward toward the arrestee, he spat in your
face causing you to reflexively hit him, which resulted in an injury to his nose.

Although the amount of force you used against this individual was a direct result
of him unexpectedly spitting in your face, your response to his behavior was unacceptable.

Accordingly, you are hereby formally censured. You are also suspended without
pay for two (2) days. March 23, 2020, and March 24, 2020.

Sincerely,

(5 —

Kevin P. Bruen
First Deputy Superintendent

Building 22, 1220 Washington Avenug, Albany. NY 12226 | www.troopers.ny gov



NEW YORK STATE POLICE
OFFICE OF THE FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

- 'MENORANDUM

Date: February 20, 2020 .
To: " Trooper James E. Huestis, Troop K '
- New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York
- . . . 0
From: First Deputy Superintendent Kevin P. Bruen o

- Subject: ' PERSONNEL INVESTIGATION
Pursuant to Rule 3 of the New York State Police, | have re\neWed the report
of an investigation into your acthrtres on May 26 2019.

. On that date you and other State Police members assrsted the Vrllage of
Wappingers Falls Police Department with a complaint.involving a male armed with a knife
who refused to leave his parents’ residence. The individual, who was intoxicated-and
combative, was taken-into custody under Mental Hygiene Law §9.41 and restrained with

handcuffs. Another Trooper and Wappingers Falls Police Officer escorted this individual .

from the residence, followed behind by a Dutchess County Deputy Sheriff. You
approached this individual, who was uncooperative while exiting the residence, from the

front in an attempt to assist the other officers with his removal from the residence. As you -

leaned forward toward the arrestee, he spat in‘'your face causing you to reflexively hit him;
which resulted in an injury to his nose.

Although the amount-of force you used against this individual was a direct

result of him unexpectedly sprttrng in your face your response to his behavior was -

'unacceptable

| find reasonable cauee to believe that yodr conduct violated Regulations ¢ ef
the State Pohce |nc|udtng Regulation 8A2.
2 4 \INES'

formally censured.

Rule 3.5 of the New-York State Police Administrative Manual-séts forth the
procedures you are to follew. .

i

. o |
ltis my judgment that you be SUSpended wrthout pay for feur (41 days and .




TO:
| FﬁQM:_

DATE:

SUBJECT:

TO:

" FROM: _
DATE:

SUBJECT:

FIRST ENDORSEMENT
Major Michael! J. Drake, Troop K

‘. New York State Police, Poughkeepste New York

Trooper James E. Huestis, Troop K d)&q]ab
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York

Fesovany 2 ¥, 303D

‘ PERSONNEL' INVESTIGATION

Pursuant to Rule 3.5 of the New York State Police, member:

E/ Accepts the penalty Imposed by the First

- a

Deputy Supermtendent

1 decline to accept the: penalty imposed by the
First Deputy Superintendent. | request, pursuant
to Rule 3.5(b), that formal charges be prepared
and served upon me, that a hearing board be
. appointed and & hearing conducted, |
. understand that the penalty imposed by the First
Deputy Superintendent will be withdrawn and will
not be binding on the hearing boand, or the
Supermtendent once charges are executed.

. SECOND ENDORSEMENT
First Deputy Superintendent Kevin P. Bruen

Major Michael J, Drake, Troop K .
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York

PERSONNEL INVESTIGATION

Forwarded for appropriate action.




NEW YORK STATE POLICE

OFFICE OF THE FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

MEMORANDUM
Date: February 20, 2020
To: Trooper James E. Huestis, Troop K
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York
From; First Deputy Superintendent Kevin P. Bruen ALE

Subject: PERSONNEL INVESTIGATION

Pursuant to Rule 3 of the New York State Palice, | have reviewed the report
of an investigation into your activities on May 26, 2018.

On that date, you and other State Police members assisted the Village of
Wappingers Falls Police Department with a complaint involving a male armed with a knife
who refused to leave his parents’ residence. The individual, who was intoxicated and
combative, was taken into custody under Mental Hygiene Law §9.41 and restrained with
handcuffs. Another Trooper and Wappingers Falls Police Officer escorted this individual
from the residence, followed behind by a Dutchess County Deputy Sheriff You
approached this individual, who was uncooperative while exiting the residence, from the
front in an attempt to assist the other officers with his removal from the residence. As you
leaned forward foward the arrestee, he spat in your face causing you to reflexively hit him,
which resulted in an injury to his nose.

Although the amount of force you used against this individual was a direct
result of him unexpectedly spitting in your face, your response to his behavior was
unacceptable.

| find reasonable cause to believe that your conduct violated Regulations of
the State Police, including Regulation 8A2.

It is my judgment that you be suspended without pay for four (4) days and
formally censured.

Rule 3.5 of the New York State Police Administrative Manual sets forth the
procedures you are to follow,



TO:
FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

- DATE:

SUBJECT:

FIRST ENDORSEMENT

Major Michael J. Drake, Troop K
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York

'Trooper James E. Huestis, Troop K
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York

PERSONNEL INVESTIGATION

Pursuant to Rule 3.5 of the New York State Police, member:

Accepts the penalty imposed by the First
Deputy Superintendent.

| decline to accept the penalty imposed by the
First Deputy Superintendent. | request, pursuant
to Rule 3.5(b), that formal charges be prepared
and served upon me, that a hearing board be
appointed and a hearing conducted. |
understand that the penalty imposed by the First
Deputy Superintendent will be withdrawn and will
not be binding on the hearing board, or the
Superintendent, once charges are executed.

SECOND ENDORSEMENT
First Deputy Superintendent Kevin P. Bruen

Major Michael J. Drake, Troop K
New York State Police, Poughkeepsie, New York

PERSONNEL INVESTIGATION

Forwarded for appropriate action.
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NEW. YORK STATE POLICE

Genl. 7

MEMORANDUM

Troop_K_Station___Headquarters

Date November 8, 2019
To: Deputy Superintendent Patrick J. Regan, Professional Standards Bureau
From: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K K A m
Subject: COMPLAINT AGAINST PERSONNEL #20190203

TROOPER JAMES E. HUESTIS, EOD 4/21/08, SP WAPPINGER

Reference is made to attached NYSP Cover Page Report of Lieutenant PETER B.

HEALY and cover memorandum of Captain PAUL M. DEQUARTO, both dated November 4, 2019
and concerning titled subject.

I have reviewed the report and discussed the contents of same with Captain
DEQUARTO, Zone 2 Commander, and I concur with the report findings.

On May 26, 2019, while assisting the Village of Wappinger Falls Police Department
with the arrest of a 40-year-old intoxicated male, who was resisting arrest, Trooper JAMES J.
HUESTIS injured his right hand after striking the defendant, Mr. ||| | GG it -
closed fist causing a broken nose. Sergeant LAWRENCE A. PUCCIO was assigned to conduct the
On-duty Injury and Injury to Person in Custody investigations. After review of Village of
Wappinger Falls Police Officer’s bodycam footage, the Injury to Person in Custody investigation
was changed to an excessive force complaint. '

Investigation revealed that on May 26, 2019, Trooper HUESTIS responded to a
residence in the Village of Wappinger Falls to assist police with a man armed with a knife or gun.
The suspect was taken into custody under the mental health law and handcuffed behind his back.
While being secured by three officers and refusing to be seated, Mr. [ lunged his head
forward and spit in Trooper HUESTIS’ face. Trooper HUESTIS reacted by striking Mr |||
in the face with a closed fist, breaking his nose.

: By his actions, Trooper HUESTIS violated the following NYSP Rules and
Regulations:

Regulation 8A2, Article 31B4, by striking Mr. [l in the face while he was
handcuffed behind the back.

Regulation 8A8 (2) and 8D1-2, by bringing discredit to Division and engaging in
improper conduct towards prisoners

Recommend appropriate administrative action.



' NEW YORK STATE POLICE

MEMORANDUM

Troop k. Station 7 2 W appuiver

Date Mowvemberd, 2619
Tw: Major Richard L. Mazzone. Troop Conmander, Troop K
From: Capramn Fanl M. DeOuarto, Zone TECommusder
Subject: COMPLAINT AGAINST PERSONNEL - DIVISION FILE 220090203

TROOPER JAMES E, HUESTIS. EOD 421708, 5P WAPPINGER

Reference is made tu the attached administrative report of Lieutenant Peter 3. Heales. dated 1104 19,
canceroing the captioned subject.

[ have reviewed the ataeled admmisteative report o1 feutenapt Heales and concoy it bis findines,
This insestisution has determmed that on May 26 2009 T reeper Jamies 1 Liaestis responded toaresidene anihe Village
of Wappingers Falls, NYL 00 assist the s liage poiice with o report ol oaran aened swith o knike und pussibly o gun
tiomately. Mr | EEGzNGERER o ken oo costody under Section 9 41 of the Mental Hyglene Law and andeyffed
behind his back. While being held secure by three ofticers ad refusing o be scated outside the residence. M. [N
Junged his fiead forward and spit in rooper Huestis™ face. Trooper 1luestes reacted by strikine Mr. [ 0 the tace
with o closed ist causing o broken nuse and a laceration to the bridge of his nose. Arthe time of the strike. M. [ R
wits subdued and did not pose an immediate thical to the safety of Trooper Huestts or the other officers. Trooper
Huustis' use ol force way bevend what was reasonably necessary 1o arrest and conteol Mr. i The personacl
complaint against Frooper Hugstis s FOUNDED. All facts obtained during this imyesiganon conclude that Trooper
P luestis did viniate the follmving Regulations ol the New York State Police:

Resulation 8A2: [0 shall be the duty of il Membars i studs and comply soihe the Butes, Regulations und

Instractions, specilicaliy
Article 3104 Ulse no oore toree Than is fegally and reasonably necessary to effect the urrest,
Regulation 8A8¢2): A Member shall pot act in o naoner lending to bring diseredit upon the Division:

Regulation 8D1(2): Under no circumstances shall o Member subject any person to brutality or duress, or
engage in any wnproper conduct towards prisoners. persots under investigation. or any other persan:

Fo due On May 26, 2010 while assisting the Vallage of Wappinaers Falls Paltee. M. || . - oben oo
custody under Section .41 ot the Mental Hvgicne L and idoutied beliad bis back, While heing held secure by three
offieers and rehising ro be seated outside the reswdence. Me [ Voccd s hiead tonsand and spitain Trooper Huestis
taee. Trooper Huestis teacted by striking Mr. [ i e face witha closed steausimg a broken noseand a laceration
W the bridee ol s nose. At the hme of the strike, Mr. [ wos subducd and did not pose wvimmediate threat to the
satety of Trooper Huestis or the other ofTicers. Trooper |Huestis" use of force was bevoend what was reasonably necessary
1o arvest and conral Mre. I Additionally. Trooper Huestis ackanowledged that his strike o Mo, [ ~as not
Justitied and only accurred instinctisv e to being spit in the face, Prooper Huests” actions retlected neganively onthe Stae
Police thereby hringing discredit upon the Division,

Feeconinend approprioie ad mmisgaiiv e act s



L:JE'*JL 0 (REV 2/00)

NEW YORK STATE POLICE

i COVER PAGE
TITLE OF GASE REPGRTHNG THCOP | MANAGING TROOP | DATE OF REPORT
Troaper James J. Huestls K K | 11048
e——— |
EOD 4/21/08, SP Wappinger DATE OCCURRED 175 CTV CODE
5/26/19 K211 K1424
INVESTIGATIVE FERIOD TYPED BY
6/14/49 - 10/17/19 pER
REPORT OF ‘) [ SHIELD
Liedienant Peter B Healgy , 1323
CHARACTER OF CASE - (CC CODE) STATION CAS'E; A
; 3
COMPLAINT AGAINST PERSONNEL 712 \Nappinger i
(PCTO100) STATUS OF CASE
(JGA (JCEC [JCANV () CUNE { JCUNS (X)) CEND | ) OPN
REFERENCE. Administrative Message AMSP1699L96V0, SP Wappinger. dated 5/26/19 and Repart of Personnél
Investigation #20190203 dated /1418
ENCLOSURES: 1 DVD containing body-camera foatage from 5/26/18 - V/Wappingers Falls PO Nicholas Carmine
2. DVD #1 containing body-camera foctage from 5/26/18 — V/\Wappinger Falls Det Geoff Weaver
3. Genl-4 Supporting Deposition of dated 6/18/18
4, Gent-4 Supporting Deposition of dated 6/19/1%
5. Genl-7 Memorandum of Trooper Andrew J Hettinger, dated 6/21/19
6. Genl-7 Memorandum of Trooper Samantha J Fennell dated 6/21/19
7 Genl-7 Memorandum of Trooper Catherine R DeSarle, daled 6/21/18
8. Genl-4 Supporting Depaosition of Linsky Lurdy, dated 6/28/19
9  Genl-7 Memorandum of Trooper Alexandra A Bonilia dated 7/3/19
10 Genl-4 Supporting Deposition of George R Lebran. dated 7/0418
11. Genl-4 Supporting Deposition of Chrstopher Grotzer, dated 7/04/1€
' 12 Genl4 Supporting Deposition of Grace Agui'ar, dated 7/12/18
13, Genl-4 Supporting Deposition of , dated 8/12/19
14 Genl-4 Supporting Deposition of , dated 8/12/15
15. 5JS Incident Report
16. Genl-34D Digital Photo Record and related photos
17 Village of Wappingers Falls Police Incident Report #2018-1710
18  DVD #2 containing body-camera footage = V/YWappingers Falis Deteclive Geoff Weaver
19 admnistrative Message #AMS 4 S° \appnger. dated 5/25/19
20 Genl-7 Memaorandum of Sergeant Lawrence & Pucoio daled 8/25/18
21 Genl-/ Memorandum of Trooper James T Hue-ts dated 5379
22 Genl-7 Memorandum of Trooper James T ruesis. dated 529119
23 Aydio CD / Transcnbed target statement of Trooper James E Huestis
FOR TROOP/DIVISION HEADQUARTERS USE QNLY
APPROVED DESTROY IN 20 (NITIALS —
ZONE Coplain B C _ PERMANENT FETELTION
rRO0P 7 » { T Zzgﬁ':‘ MITIALS
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REPORT

SYNOPSIS:

On May 26, 2019, while assisting the Village of Wappingers Falls Police Department with the
arrest of a 40-year-old intoxicated male refusing to leave a residence, Trooper JAMES J. HUESTIS, SP
Wappinger, injured his right hand after striking the defendant, with a closed fist in
the face causing Mr. [ to sustain a broken nose. The matter was initially investigated as an injury
to person — while in custody and an on-duty injury. Subsequent review of video footage obtained from a
body camera worn by the Village of Wappingers Falis Police, revealed Trooper HUESTIS may have used
excessive force. :

This investigation has determined that on May 26, 2019, Mr. ||l was taken into custody
under Section 9.41 of the Mental Hygiene Law and handcuffed behind his back. While being held secure
by three officers and refusing to be seated, Mr. [} lunged his head forward and spit in Trooper
HUESTIS’ face. Trooper HUESTIS reacted by striking Mr. in the face with a closed fist causing
a broken nose and a laceration to the bridge of his nose. Trooper HUESTIS” use of force was beyond what
was reasonably nccessary to arrest and control Mr. [JJJJJlJ: The personnel complaint against Trooper
HUESTIS is founded for using excessive force. Recommend appropriate administrative action.

DETAILS:

1. On May 26, 2019, Captain PAUL M. DEQUARTO, Zone 11 Commander, was advised by Sergeant
LAWRENCE A. PUCCIO, SP East Fishkill, of an injury to person —while in custody and an on-duty injury
to Trooper JAMES J. HUESTIS that had taken place at d in the Village of
Wappingers Falls, NY. State Police units were assisting the Village of Wappingers Falls Police with a report
of an armed male with a knife and possibly a gun. Captain DEQUARTO directed Sergeant PUCCIO to
conduct the administrative investigation. As part of Sergeant PUCCIO’s investigation, he interviewed
Doctor RAVINDER SIDHU, , of Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital, 241 North
Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, who stated that Mr. sustained a broken nose. On June 14, 2019,
upon review of the administrative report which included body camera footage of the incident and after
consultation with Major RICHARD L. MAZZONE, Troop K Commander, Staff Inspector ROBERT C.
GREGORY, PSB-SRO, was notified resulting in personnel complaint DNC #20190203 being initiated for

excessive force. I, Licutenant PETER B. HEALEY, Assistant Zone Il Commander, was assigned to conduct
this investigation.

At SP Wappinger, New York

2 On June 14, 2019, Captain DEQUARTO and I viewed the body camera footage recorded by former
Officer NICHOLAS CARMINE and Detective GEOFF WEAVER of the Village of Wappingers Falls
Police Department. These recordings captured, in part, the events which took place on May 26, 2019 at [Jj

B B V:ppingers Falls, NY concerning ||| }}NNJAEN B Dctective WEAVER’S

video recording captured the initial response to the scene and entrance into the house. However, it does not

capture the incident involving Trooper HUESTIS and Mr | as his bodi-camera fell off and stopped

recording. Officer CARMINE’S video recording captured the arrest of Mr. and his interaction
with Trooper HUESTIS. Specifically, Officer CARMINE’S video shows Mr. handcuffed
behind his back and being escorted out of the residence with Detective WEAVER holding Mr.
left arm, Trooper ANDREW HETTENER holding Mr. right arm and Deputy JAN CONNOR
walking behind. The video then shows them escorting Mr. down the porch stairs as they approach

Trooper HUESTIS who then grabbed one of Mr. legs. At this time, the officers attempted to

1



-

seat Mr. by giving him commands and pushing him backwards while Deputy CONNER is
holding Mr. from behind. Simultaneously, the video is temporarily obstructed and M.

then yells, “Ow, Dad my nose is broke”. Shortly thereafter, the video shows Mr. - bleeding from
his nose and Trooper HUESTIS looking at his right hand. A copy of Officer CARMINE’S video is attached
as ENCLOSURE #1 and a copy of Detective WEAVER'’S video is attached as ENCLOSURE #2.

At Wappingers Falls, New York

3. On June 19, 2019, I interviewed Mr.
Wappingers Falls, NY | ] ]I +o statcd he had heard from about the police

presence that day but that he had not observed anything.

4. On June 19, 2019, 1 interviewed Mrs.

Wappingers Falls, NY, _ who stated she was unaware of anything that had occurred and did
not observe anything on that day.

il

5. On June 19, 2019, 1 interviewed Mr.
Wappingers Falls, NY, who stated that he was home that day but does not recall anything
happening across the street at

6. On June 19, 2019, [ interviewed Mr.
Wappingers Falls, NY who stated he was in North Carolina on the day in question and did
not witness anything. Mr. stated that he has the Ring doorbell video system but that |||}
is not in view of the camera. .

2

On June 19, 2019, 1 attempted to locate and interview Mr. ||| GTGN

Wappingers Falls, NY, _, however, was unsuccessful. I called his
cell and left several messages for him to call me which he has not done. [ also visited his residence of
record also where his parents reside, who both stated they have not seen or heard
from since the day of this incident.

8. On June 19, 2019, I canvassed the area of Wappingers Falls, NY for any
additionally video surveillance that may have captured this incident with none located.

9. On June 19, 2019, [ interviewed Mr.

Wappingers Fails, N, NI +ho stated in sum and substance that he is the father 0!-
- and on May 26, 2019, at his residence, his son, had become extremely intoxicated
and was harassing he and his wife, ww that would not calm down and that

stated when the police arrived, he and his wife,

he implied that he may have a weapon. Mr.

i waited across the street in the yard of the . Mr. I went on to say
that when the pclice came out of the house with he was handcuffed behind his back and there
was an officer on cither side holding s W was being led down the stairs, he

secmed to stumble and he saw a Trooper approach from the front, Mr. stated that it
was at this time that he saw the Trooper straighten up and punch [ in the face. Mr.
continued and stated that after a bit he was talking to the same Trooper who told him that he had stepped
forward because he thought that || ] was stumbling and he wanted to prevent a fall. MR. ||| |
went on to say that the Trooper continued by saying that it was at that point that spit in his
face. Mr. ﬁ then stated that the punch followed. Mr | stated that -was seated
on the steps and that injury prompted him to repeatedly call out in distress and an ambulance

was called. Mr. concluded in saying that he did not see his son act aggressively toward the officers
and that he did not see. him spit. Mr. [JJ i stated that he had not seen or spoken to [JJiij since that

2



day and did not know where he was currently living. He added that he and his wife got an Order of
Protection against their son issued on May 30, 2019. Mr. reduced his account to
writing in the form of a supporting deposition, a cepy of which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE
#3.

10.  OnlJune 19,2019, l interviewed Mrs.
Wappingers Falls, NY,

?

who stated in sum and substance that she is the mother of
Mrs. stated that on the May 26, her son was self-medicating with alcohol

and she and her husband, were trying to avoid him. Mrs. | stated that was

belligerent and quarrelsome and her husband ultimately called the police. Mrs. stated that
* having weapons and they warned the police. She stated that they thought in unlikely

had a gun but warned the police to be cautious. Mrs. - stated that when the police and
Troopers arrived, she was directed to go across the street and stand in the side yard ofthe*
for her own safety. Mrs. stated that more Troopers arrived and stood around the perimeter of her
home while other Troopers went inside to look for her son. After some time, was brought out
of'the front door of the house and onto the porch. His hands appeared to be handcuffed securely behind his
back. Mrs. went on to say that two Troopers were holding arms and as they began
to descend the stairs one of the Troopers who was standing at the bottom of the stairs drew back his arm
and punched in the face. She saw i recoil backward against the stairs as the two
Troopers holding his arms attempted to maintain their balance. Mrs. stated that
yelled for help and that she heard someone say that spit at the officer who punched him. Mrs.
went on to say that she did not see her son spit but she did observe the Trooper punch him in the
face. Mrs. - described the officer who punched her son as the older of the two Troopers with shaved
heads at the scene. Mrs. went on to say that she believed she had spoken to this Trooper when he
first arrived, before the “altercation™. She stated that she explained to health problems. Mrs.
I <t on to say that she had hoped the Trooper would understand that was physically
ill and suffering. Mrs. finished by saying that at no point did she see her son act aggressively
towards the officers. Mrs. stated that she had not seen or spoken to i since that day and
did not know where he was currently living. Mrs. reduced her account to writing in the form of
a supporting deposition, a copy of which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #4.

At Zone Headquarters, SP Wappinger, New York

11. On June 21, 2019, I interviewed Trooper ANDREW J. HETTINGER, SP Wappinger, who stated
in sum and substance that on May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:30 PM, Dutchess County 911 polled for
any available unit that could assist the Village of Wappinger PD with a male EDP known as

I (<. along with other SP units, responded to V/Wappingers Falls. He
went on to say that once on scene, Village of Wappinger Police Officers informed the SP units that a male
EDP is located inside of the house with a possible knife. An outside perimeter was set in place while two
Village of Wappinger units, DCSO unit and Trooper HETTINGER devised a plan to clear the house.
Trooper HETTINGER stated that while clearing the house, a Village of Wappinger unit advised that he had
found Mr. [} inside a bedroom closet on the main floor of the residence. After moving to the
bedroom, he observed Mr. laying in the closet with a knife in his right hand and a laceration on
the palm of his left hand. Mr. ignored multiple verbal commands from all officers to drop the
knife. Eventually Mr relinquished the knife and was taken into custody. Trooper HETTINGER
stated that while in custody and restrained by handcuffs behind his back, Mr. repeatedly vocalized
vulgar language to all officer’s present. While escorting Mr. outside from the residence to await
EMS, Mr. [l bccame very uncooperative. Mr. had to be escorted physically by Trooper
HETTINGER, holding his right arm, and an unknown Village of Wappinger Officer or a Dutchess County
Sheriff’s Deputy holding his left arm. While escorting Mr, from the residence onto the porch and
down a set of stairs he observed Trooper JAMES E. HUESTIS who attempted to assist officers by grabbing
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the legs of Mr.- to guide him down the stairs. During that time, Mr.- continued to become
emotionally agitated by cursing and yelling along with being passively resistant. Mr started to
spit at Trooper HUESTIS by lunging his head in the direction of Trooper HUESTIS. Trooper HETTINGER
stated he, along with the unknown officer, immediately physically brought Mr. to the ground to
inhibit any further spitting. As they were getting him to the ground Trooper HETTINGER heard a pop.
Immediately following the sound of the pop Mr. [} stated, “You broke my nose”. Trooper
HETTINGER stated that he turned back towards Trooper HUESTIS and observed Trooper HUESTIS
shaking his right hand and wiping saliva off his face. Trooper HETTINGER stated that he did not see
Trooper HUESTIS strike Mr. because he was facing the opposite direction trying to get Mr.
_ to sit on the porch steps. Mr. continued to state vulgar language and began to bleed

rom the bridge of his nose. Trooper HETTINGER stated that Mr. [JJj bezan to spit his blood at
surrounding officers until several spit socks were applied. EMS arrived on scene and attempted to evaluate
Mr. with negative results due to becoming physically uncooperative and continually
spitting blood. Mr. was sedated by EMS and transported to Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital for a

psychiatric evaluation. Trooper HETTINGER reduced his account to writing in the form of a memorandum,
a copy of which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #5.

12. On June 21, 2019, I interviewed Trooper SAMANTHA J. FENNELL, SP Wappinger, who stated
in sum and substance that on May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:30pm, she, along with Troopers
CATHERINE DESARLE, ANDREW HETTINGER, ALEXANDRA BONILLA and JAMES HUESTIS
responded to a Dutchess 911 poll to assist the Village of Wappinger PD with a male EDP at -
in the Village of Wappinger. Upon their arrival, the male subject was identified as
and was barricaded in the residence with a knife. Trooper FENNELL went on to
say that a perimeter was established and Mr. - was located inside the residence in a bedroom closet.
Trooper FENNELL stated that she was on the rear exterior porch when she heard somecne giving
commands and she entered the residence. Mr. was then taken into custody by Trooper
HETTINGER and Village of Wappinger Officer CARMINE and was escorted out of the bedroom. Trooper
FENNELL went on to say that during this time Mr. was highly uncooperative, belligerent, irate
and spitting. Mr. was then escorted outside to await the arrival of EMS for transport to the
hospital for a mental health evaluation. Trooper FENNELL stated that she went out to the front porch briefly
and returned back into the residence with Trooper DESARLE to look for any additional weapons in the
room where Mr. was located. While in the residence Trooper FENNELL heard over Dutchess
911 that additional EMS was dispatched for an injured Trooper. Trooper FENNELL went on to say that
she assumed the injury was due to Mr. -Jspit[ing. Trooper FENNELL went outside to the front
porch and observed Mr. at the bottom of the stairs with Trooper HETTINGER and Village of
Wappinger Officers. Trooper FENNELL stated that she heard from officers on scene that Trooper
HUESTIS had struck Mr. in the face due to him spitting at Trooper HUESTIS. Trooper
FENNELL did not recall what officer stated that Trooper HUESTIS struck Mr. [ JJl] Trocper
FENNELL went on to say that she did not observe Mr. [JJili§ spit at Trooper HUESTIS and did not
observe Trooper HUESTIS strike Mr. . Trooper FENNELL reduced her account to writing in the
form of a memorandum, a copy of which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #6.

13. On June 21,2019, 1 interviewed Trooper CATHERINE R. DESARLE, SP Wappinger, who stated
in sum and substance that on May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:30pm, she was dispatched by Dutchess
County 911 to - _ to assist the Village of Wappingers Falls PD with a barricaded
male EDP with a knife. Trooper DESARLE stated that she responded to the location with Troopers
ALEXANDRA BONILLA, ANDREW HETTINGER, SAMANTHA FENNELL, and JAMES HUESTIS.
Upon arrival, a perimeter was established and the subject, positively identified as

was located inside a bedroom closet, and was subsequently taken into custody by Trooper HETTINGER
and Village Police Officer CARMINE. Trooper DESARLE was outside the bedroom when Trooper
HETTINGER and other uniformed patrols from the Village of Wappinger and Dutchess County Sheriffs
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Office, escorted [ from the bedroom to the porch. Trooper Desarle continued and stated that while
she was on the porch she was focused on ||l parents, who were standing across the street. Trooper
DESARLE returned inside the residence to the bedroom where - was located in order to look for
any further weapons. When she returned out to the porch she observed Trooper HUESTIS shaking one of
his hands and standing on the corner. Trooper DESARLE learned of the altercation that occurred through
other officers at the scene, she did not remember which one. Trooper DESARLE stated that she did not
observe [l spit on Trooper HUESTIS and she did not observe Trooper HUESTIS strike ||

Trooper DESARLE stated that Sergeant PUCCIO was notified and responded tc the scene. Trooper
DESARLE reduced her account to writing in the form of a memorandum, a copy of which is attached and
marked as ENCLOSURE #7.

At Wappingers Falls, New York

14, On June 26, 2019, I interviewed Ms,
Wappinger Falls, NY who stated in sum and substance that she runs a daycare in the rear
which also houses an apartment. I asked Ms.

if she knew the identities of the two unidentified people observed in Officer CARMINE’S body
camera footage standing in the rear driveway of numberh Ms. [} did not know
who those people were but did state that they had been living in the apartment and had since moved out.
Ms. [l stated they were friends of her brother, ||| ] I and that she would contact him for

their information. Ms. did not provide a written deposition.

At Poughkeepsie, New York

15. On June 27, 2019, I interviewed Dutchess County Deputy Sheriff IAN CONNER, shield #1356, 108
Parker Avenue Poughkeepsie, NY, (845)486-3800, regarding the arrest of on May
26,2019 at || A v<rue in the Village of Wappinger Falls. Deputy CONNER stated that had
previously spoken to one of our sergeants regarding the incident. I asked him if he was interviewed on May
26, the day the incident occurred, and he stated “no™ that he received a phone call a week or two after the
incident and discussed everything with a sergeant. Deputy CONNER explained that he was there during
the apprehension of Mr. - and he assisted in escorting him to the front of the residence. He stated
that Mr. ] was handcuffed behind his back and that an unknown Trooper was holding his right arm
and that a Village of Wappinger Falls Officer, believed to be Officer CARMINE, was holding his left arm.
Deputy CONNER stated that he was following behind. As the three officers escorted Mr. | down
the porch stairs Mr. [Jij as being belligerent and flailing, though cuffed, “he was jostling around”,
stating “fuck you, fuck this”. Deputy CONNER stated that another unknown Trooper was waiting at the
bottom of the stairs. During this another Village of Wappingers Falls Officer dropped his body camera and
Deputy CONNER picked it up and handed it back to him. He did not know the name of the Officer (Officer
WEAVER). It was during this time that he heard Mr. ] spitting. He stated that as the officers got
Mr. - down the stairs and were helping him to sit on the steps, he heard Mr. - say
something like “he punched me in the nose” or the “face™. Deputy CONNER could not directly recall the
exact words. Deputy CONNER stated that he did not see who hit Mr. - He went on to say that
they waited on EMS personnel to arrive. He stated that EMS arrived quickly and he believed they may have
been staged close by, thus their quick arrival to his location. I asked Deputy CONNER if Mr.

was kicking as he was being escorted, he responded “no”. T asked him if Mr. |JJJJ made threatening
comments towards the officers, he stated that he did not remember any specific threats. I asked him if Mr.
- was being combative and he stated that he was “jerking around and yelling fuck this”. He stated
that at one point, Mr. - made foul comments towards the female officers at the scene. However,
Deputy CONNER was not specific. [ asked Deputy CONNER if he knew who struck Mr. - and he
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stated that he did not see who, but that he assumed it was the unknown Trooper standing in front of them
as they got down the stairs. [ asked Deputy CONNER if Mr. ||l was spitting and he stated that he
was spitting as the officers lead him down the stairs. I asked him if he saw Mr. | spit on anyone
directly, he stated that he did not. I asked him if he saw Mr. spit on the Trooper by the stairs,
again he stated he did not. He stated that he was behind Mr. .n’.)lding his shoulders as they were
all trying to get him seated, He stated he was looking down at the steps and could not see where Mr.
B s spitting. Deputy CONNER declined to provide a written deposition.

At Zone Headquarters, SP Wappinger, New York

16.  On June 28, 2019, 1 spoke with Mrs. || ] I -other. in an attempt to contact
B 0 provided me a cell phone number that she believed was his new contact number..Over
the course of this investigation I made several attempts to contact - which were unsuccessful.

17 On June 29, 2019, I telephonically interviewed NICHOLAS CARMINE, [ NN
, who stated that he is currently attending the San
Diego California Police Academy. He was a former Village of Wappinger Falls Officer and was present at
the time of this incident on May 26, 2019. He stated that he had been interviewed regarding the arrest on
that day by Sergeant PUCCIO while at the hospital and again the next day during a phone call. Former
Officer CARMINE stated that he recovered the knife that Mr. - had during the inc¢ident. He stated
that Detective WEAVER secured Mr. [l 1<t arm and Trooper HETTINGER had his right arm.
Deputy CONNER followed behind. Former Officer CARMINE could not recall if Deputy CONNER had
his hands on Mr. [l or was just walking behind. Former Officer CARMINE stated that he followed
them out of the residence after handing the knife off to one of the female troopers (he did not know her
name). He stated that once in custody, Mr. ] remained passively resistant while being escorted
from the residence. He stated that once they moved Mr, - down the stairs of the porch, he was
standing on the front left side of Mr. [Jij next to Detective WEAVER and that they were trying to sit
Mr. Tma steps. ‘At this time, Trooper HUESTIS was standing in front of Mr. [ He
stated that became more aggressive, screaming “I’m gonna kill you”. At this point he made a
jumping motion, lunging forward and then saw Mr. - spit at Trooper HUESTIS. He stated that Mr.
did not kick and that he doesn’t remember if he was attempting to head butt anyone; only that he
leaped forward (Le clarified and stated that he attempted to lunge forward but was being held). He stated
that he then saw Trooper HUESTIS strike Mr. - in the face, At that time, they were able to get Mr.
I scated and he shouted, “he broke my nose, he broke my nose.” and was yelling for his mother.
They applied a spit sock as he began to now spit blood at the officers. He stated that he believes EMS was
staged and that they arrived quickly. He stated that 2 ambulances arrived and that no other officers struck
Mr. [ during this incident. Former Officer CARMINE declined to provide a written deposition.

18. On June 29, 2019, I interviewed Emergency Medical Technician, Mr. LINSKY LUNDY,
B of Mobil Life Services 16 Pershing Avenue Poughkeepsie, NY, 12601, (845) 562-4357
regarding the incident that occurred of May 26, 2019, at _ Ave in the Village of Wappingers
Falls. Mr. LUNDY stated that on that day he was partnered with Paramedic, Ms. GRACE AGUILAR, and
they responded to that address to a report of a trauma. He stated that when they arrived, they observed the
patient, Mr. -, sitting on the sidewalk, bleeding, handcuffed and being restrained. They transported
him to the hospital. While en route to the hospital Mr. LUNDY could hear the patient continue to scream
and fight. Once at the hospital the patient was turned over to hospital staff. Mr. LUNDY stated that while
at the hospital he learned that the patient had received a facial injury from an altercation with the police and
that the injury occurred prior to their arrival on the scene. Mr. LUNDY stated that he never saw anyone hit



the patient. Mr. LUNDY reduced his account to writing in the form of a supporting deposition, a copy of
which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #8.

19, On July 3, 2019, I interviewed Trooper ALEXANDRA A. BONILLA, SP Wappinger, who stated
that on May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:35 pm, she, along with Troopers JAMES HUESTIS,
CATHERINE DESARLE, SAMANTHA FENNEL and ANDREW HETTINGER, responded to |||}
B i i Village of Wappinger to assist the Village of Wappinger Police with an emotionally
disturbed person with a knife. When they arrived on scene, she secured the outside perimeter while
Troopers HETTINGER, DESARLE, HUESTIS and FENNEL went inside to locate || G
B T:ooper BONILLA stated that when she heard someone vell “drop the knife” she went inside of
the house to assist. Once inside she was told that he was in a bedroom and that there may be an exit from
the room to the basement so she went towards the back exit in the kitchen to secure that side. Once in
custody she observed Mr. [} being brought out of the residence by Trooper HETTINGER, with the
assistance of a Village of Wappinger Police Officer and a Dutchess County Sheriff’s Deputy. She stated
that Mr. [l #2s handcuffed behind his back with the Village of Wappinger Officer holding his left
arm and Trooper HETTINGER holding his right arm. The Dutchess County Sheriff’s Deputy was towards
the back of the group of officers bringing Mr. [JJij outside. Trooper BONILLA stated that Trooper
HUESTIS was walking on the right-hand side in front of the group. Trooper BONILLA stated that she did
not know the names of these officers. Trooper BONILLA stated that while Mr. - was being
escorted out of the house, he was resisting walking out by refusing to walk, flailing and squirming his upper
bedy, spitting in the directions of the officers, and yelling “fuck you cocksuckers™ at the Troopers and
Officers. Trooper BONILLA was still in the residence, behind Troopers DESARLE and FENNEL while
they were walking Mr. [l ovtside. While the group of officers were walking Mr. | ouvtside,
she observed Mr. [l kicking his legs in an attempt to become deadweight and become more difficult
to move outside. Trooper BONILLA went on to say that she saw Trooper HUESTIS grab Mr. _
right leg to try and control him to make him ecasier to move. She saw the officers get - onto the
porch and lost view of them until she got closer. Her view was partially obstructed by the officers in front
of her as she was still in the residence. She stated she moved towards the exit to where the officers and Mr.
B << and Mr. [ as sitting on the steps, spitting in the general directions of the officers
when she was toid by Trooper HETTINGER to get a spit sock. Trooper BONILILA than exited the back of
the back of the house to 2K 15 to retrieve a spit sock. Once Trooper BONILLA had gotten the spit sock she
walked over to the group of Officers with Mr. ||l and saw Mr. | b'ceding from his nose.
She handed Trooper HETTINGER the spit sock and he placed it on Mr. |||l bead as he continued
to shout various curses such as “fuck you cocksuckers” and “cne of vou mother fuckers broke my nose™.
Trooper BONILLA then retrieved a second spit sock and it was placed on Mr. [ Trooper
BONILLA stated that Trooper HUESTIS asked her if he had any marks on his face because Mr. ||| B
spat on him. Trooper BONILLA stated that Sergeant PUCCIO arrived around the same time as the EMTs
and he was briefed on the situation. Trooper BONILLA and the other officers assisted the EMTs in getting
Mr. [ onto a stretcher. At this point Mr. |l continued to kick his legs to resist. She and
TROOPERS DESARLE each held down a leg so the EMT could secure them. Trooper BONILLA stated
that the female EMT sedated Mr. [l and gave him pain medication. Mr. |} w2s transferred
on to the ambulance and Trooper HUESTIS went with Sergeant PUCCIO to receive medical attention.
Trooper BONILLA stated that another Village of Wappinger Officer was on scene but she did not know
when he arrived. After Mr. [Jl] was transported to the hospital, she remained on the scene and had a
conversation with the other officers and asked what happened to Mr. [JJJJl] because she did not see
Trooper HUESTIS or any other officer hit Mr. [l She stated that someone said, “I think HUESTIS
hit him”, however, she did not know who said it. Trooper BONILLA stated she did not witness Trooper
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HUESTIS or any other officer hit Mr. - Trooper BONILLA reduced her account to writing in the
form of a memorandum, a copy of which is attached as ENCLOSURE #9.

At Poughkeepsie, New York

20.  On July 4, 2019, [ interviewed Paramedic GEORGE R. LEBRON, [ of Mobil Life
Services 16 Pershing Avenue Poughkeepsie, NY, 12601, (845) 562-4357 regarding the incident that
occurred of May 26, 2019, at |||} ] BBl Ave in the Village of Wappingers Falls. Mr. LEBRON
stated that he was partnered with Emergency Medical Technician, CHRISTOPHER GROTZER, that day
and they responded to that address to a call for an officer needing medical attention. Once on scene, he was
_told by an unknown Trooper (Trooper HUESTIS), that he was spit in the eye by the patient and that his
hand was sore from removing the patient from the residence. Mr. LEBRON stated that he went to assist the
other medic, GRACE AGUILAR with the patient. Mr. LEBRON stated that the patient was given a sedative
and then transported to Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital Emergency Room. Mr. LEBRON stated that he did
not witness anyone hit the patient and he did not witness him spit on anyone. Mr. LEBRON reduced his
account to writing in the form of a supporting deposition, a copy of which is attached and marked as
ENCLOSURE #10.

21. On July 4, 2019, I interviewed, Emergency Medical Technician, CHRISTOPHER GROTZER,
B of Mobil Life Services 16 Pershing Avenue Poughkeepsie, NY, 12601, (845) 562-4357
regarding the incident that occurred of May 26, 2019, at _ Ave in the Village of Wappingers
Falls. He stated that he partnered with Paramedic, GEORGE R. LEBRON, that day. Mr. GROTZER stated
that he treated one unknown Trooper who told him that the patient had spit on him and it went in his eye.
Mr. GROTZER stated that he did not witness anyone strike the patient and he never saw the patient spit on
anyone. Mr. GROTZER stated that he did not recall the unknown Trooper complaining of any other injuries.
Mr. GROTZER reduced his account to writing in the form of a supporting deposition, a copy of which is
attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #11.

At Wappingers Falls, New York

22. On July 9, 2019, 1 interviewed Detective GEOFF WEAVER, _, of the Village of
Wappingers Falls Police Department, 2628 South Avenue Wappingers Falls, NY, 12594, (845) 297-1011.
Detective WEAVER stated that he was present at Avenue on May 26, 2019, for the arrest
of Mr. [l and that he spoke with a State Police sergeant that evening regarding the arrest. Detective
WEAVER stated that they arrived at -_ to a report of a man with a knife and possible
a pun. He went on to say that when units arrived, they set up a perimeter around the house. After
interviewing the father, Mr. - they began a room to room search of the interior of the
residence. He stated that Officer CARMINE, Trooper HETTINGER and Deputy CONNER Ilocated
_ - in the back bedroom in a closet. Detective WEAVER stated that _ is
known to police and has a history of spitting, biting and kicking at police. He stated that once

was taken into custody, he warned him not to spit on the officers. Detective WEAVER stated that he could
smell alcohol on He went on to say that as they were es’corting_ through the house
he was “froggy, kicking and flailing his legs and body” and stating, “I will kill all you mother fuckers”. He
also stated that he remembered somebody, he could not recall who, stated “watch yourselves because he
has blood on his hand.” Detective WEAVER did not recall seeing an injury on his hand. Detective
WEAVER stated he was holding [ Bl iet: arm and that Trooper HETTINGER was holding his
right arm. As they got down the porch steps, Detective WEAVER could see Officer CARMINE and Deputy
CONNER behind them at the top of the stairs. Trooper HUESTIS was in front of them and helped to get

B c:s down the stairs. Detective WEAVER stated that [i] was spitting at this time.
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He stated that he did not see him spit directly at Trooper HUESTIS or anyene else. He stated that at some
paint he was the one who called for another ambulance because he had heard that Trooper HUESTIS was
spit on and he thought he should be checked out. Detective WEAVER stated that once down the steps he
was still holding || ] B 1<t arm, be tumed towards the steps, facing away from [ who
was facing the street. He was looking back to see where the steps were as they were trying to get |||
to sit down. Detective WEAVER stated that during this time Trooper HUESTIS was somewhere in front
of them. At this time, he could feel _ leaning and pulling away with forward resistance as they
tried to seat him. It was during this moment that ] became limp and came right down onto the
step. Detective WEAVER continued and stated that he did not know why _ sat down like that.
Once [l v 2s scated, he could then sec that Le had a bloody nose and was saying “you fuck, you
fucking punched me™. Detective WEAVER stated that hw that he did not. Detective
WEAVER stated that he did not see or hear anyone hit and that he did not see Trooper
HUESTIS hit him. Detective WEAVER stated that he assumed that someone had shoved

face or used a forearm to get him down causing the injury, Detective WEAVER stated that it was probably
done in defense while [ il was attempting to pull away from the officers and kick, head butt or
lunge towards officers. He went on to say that he could only feel _ resistance and that he did
not see him head butt or kick anyone, but he knows [JJJJJJJJl] has 2 history of that type of resistance.
Detective WEAVER assumed that was the reason someone may have caused |||} ]I injury. He
stated that was spitting all over at this point and they applied a spit mask to him. The EMT’s
arrived quickly& resisted getting onto the stretcher as he was flailing, kicking his legs,
spitting his blood and moving his shoulders around. ] was scdated by the EMT. Detective
WEAVER accompanied [} and Paramedic AGUILAR in the ambulance ride to the hospital.

During the ride ||l was still spiting but eventually calmed down. Detective WEAVER declined to
provide a written deposition.

At Zone Headguarters, SP Wappineer, New York

23. On July 12, 2019, I interviewed Paramedic GRACE AGUILAR . of Mobil Life Services
16 Pershing Avenue Poughkeepsie, NY, 12601, || ] recarding the incident that occurred of
May 26, 2019, at _- in the Village of Wappingers Falls. Ms. AGUILAR stated that she
and her partner Mr. LUNDY were dispatched to a psychiatric emergency at ||| [ | |} G Uoor
arrival, they approached the porch and observed the patient sitting on the porch steps, his face was bloody
and he was wearing a spit mask. Ms. AGUILAR stated that the patient was being belligerent and yelling
“fuck you, fuck you people” all while continually spitting through the mask. At one peint he spat right into
her mouth and a second spit mask was then applied. Miss AGUILAR stated that during this time she heard
someoene say something about hitting him. Ms. AGUILLAR could not recall the specifics of that statement,
but remembers the patient saying something like “they fucking hit me”. Prior to trying to get the patient
onto the stretcher for transport, Ms. AGUILAR asked if someone else was injured. [t was at that time that
an unknown Trooper raised his hand and stated that he was and stated something to the effect of “my hand
is sore, I hurt my hand, he spat on me and we had to put a mask on him”. Ms. AGUILAR could not
remember the specifics of that Trooper’s statement. Ms. AGUILAR stated that during the transport the
patient said nothing about his injury. Once they arrived at the hospital, she turned the patient over to hospital
staff. Ms. AGUILAR stated that during this call for service and during her time with the patient she never
saw anyone hit him. Ms. AGUILAR reduced her account to writing in the form of a supporting deposition,
a copy of which is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #12.

At Poughkeepsie, New York



24. On August 12, 2019, in an attempt to identify the two civilians observed in former Officer
CARMINE’S body camera footage, Sergeant NICHOLAS S. GALLIPANI, SP Poughkeepsie, responded
to Valvoline on Route 9 in the Town of Poughkeepsie and interviewed ||| | ] IGNEN TGN
_ who stated he did not witness the incident on May 26, 2019 as he was not

home at the time. Mr. - provided the name of the male subject in the video as- - and a

ce! I

At Newburgh, New York

25. On August 12, 2019, Sergeant GALLIPANI interviewed

who stated in sum and substance that on May
26,2019, he was at his friend’s house Dn-_ when heard an argument
outside. He went outside in the driveway and observed police blocking the road and overheard the father
telling the police where the weapon was in the house. He then observed the police bring a subject out of
the house who started to get physical and belligerent and the police had to take him to the ground at the
bottom of the stairs. Mr. [ stated the man was bleeding when the police took him to the ground but
he did not see how it happened. When they were putting on the stretcher, he kept spitting and would not
stop so they put a spit sock on him. His father said, “you did this to yourself.” They put him in the

ambulance and took him away. A copy of Mr. |l supporting deposition is attached as
ENCLOSURE #13.

26. On August 12, 2019, Sergeant GALLIPANI interviewed
I o stated in sum and substance that on May
26, 2019, she was at ||| N ovsc o [ 1< [l t0ld her something was
going on outside. By the time she went outside, the police had the gentleman on the ground with a spit bag
over his head. Ms. [} stated she heard the father state, “You did this to yourself.” They got him on
a stretcher where he was calm and then started spitting again. Ms. [JJij noticed blood on the white
shect that was over his head but did not see how he got injured. A copy of Ms. | supporting
deposition is attached as ENCLOSURE #14.

At Zone Headguarters, SP Wappinger, New York

27. On August 12,2019, Captain DEQUARTO reviewed and printed a copy of the SIS Incident Report
(I 2ssociated with this investigation which is attached as ENCLOSURE #15.

28. On August 13, 2019, Captain DEQUARTO obtained the photos taken by Sergeant PUCCIO on
May 26, 2019 which shows |||} }NEE) NI ros¢ injury. Trooper HUESTIS’ hands / face and the
scene. A Genl-34D, Digital Photo Record and related photos are attached as ENCLOSURE #16.

29, On August 13, 2019, Captain DEQUARTO reviewed the Village of Wappingers Falls Police
Incident Report 4l in connection with this investigation. The report denotes a paragraph written
by Detective WEAVER which states in sum and substance that while removing the suspect to the front
porch he became “combative, kicking, spitting, resisting detention™...”Suspect was struck by a Trooper
defending himself from the spitting suspect who at that time was attempting to lunge and or kick Police
Officers.” Additionally, the report denotes a paragraph written by Officer CARMINE which states in sum
and substance that “while units were walking Mr. [l outside, he began to struggle and fight with
units. While attempting to sit [l down on the outside stairs, |l spit in Trooper HUESTIS’
face”. A copy of the village police’s incident report is attached as ENCLOSURE #17.
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30. On August 13, 2019, Captain DEQUARTO reviewed additional body-camera footage recorded by
Detective WEAVER on May 26, 2019 that captured video / audio of the transport of ||| EGzN GGz
in the ambulance to the hospital and interactions with Trooper HUESTIS and Officer CARMINE at the
hospital. The video is approximately 37 minutes in duration. However, there are two segments of the video
that are of any consequence. The firstis at 15.11 when Trooper HUESTIS is observed on the video stating,
“He spit in my face, that’s why I’m here™ and then he is observed looking down at his right hand. The
second Is at 32,25 when Detective WEAVER has a discussion with Officer CARMINE about the subject
_ being struck and how Officer CARMINE witnessed the strike and then appears to mouth the
words “He got rocked.” Additionally, Detective WEAVER is heard stating he did not see the strike but
heard it by stating, “I heard whack”. A DVD containing Detective WEAVER’S additional body-camera
footage is attached as ENCLOSURE #18.

31. On August 13, 2019, Captain DEQUARTO obtained a copy of the Administrative Message in

connection with this investigation. AMS |||} SP Wappinger, dated 5/26/19 is attached as
ENCLOSURE #19.

32. On September 16, 2019, I received a memorandum from Sergeant Lawrence A. Puccio, SP
Wappinger, which summarizes his response to the incident at in the Village of
Wappingers falls, NY and his interview of Trooper Huestis. In sum and substance Sergeant Puccio stated
that on May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:57PM, he responded to the residence located at _

in the Village of Wappingers Falls after receiving a telephone call from Trooper James E. Huestis
who advised that he had just struck a subject in the face, after having been spat on, by said subject. Upon
Sergeant Puccio’s arrival, he observed Troopers Huestis, Bonilla, Hettinger, Desarle and Fennell as well as
Officers Weaver and Carmine of the Village of Wappingers Falls Police Department and Dutchess County
Sheriff Deputy Conner attempting to restrain a combative male subject who was seated on the ground and
handcuffed behind his back at the base of a set of stairs leading to the porch of the residence, The subject
was identified as _ and he was bleeding profusely from the facial area. Sergeant Puccio
continued saying that due to Mr. uncontrollable and aggressive behavior, he was ultimately
sedated by responding Mobile Life Support Ambulance personnel Aguilar and Lundy, prior to transport to
Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital for treatment. He was not able to interview Mr. - at the scene.
Sergeant Puccio did secure photographs of the scene and of Mr. -

Sergeant Puccio went on write that Trooper Huestis advised him that the State Police were
dispatched to the scene to assist the Village of Wappinger Falls Police with a report of an EDP with a knife.
Trooper Huestis advised him that Trooper Hettinger, Officer Carmine and Deputy Conner located Mr.

within the residence in a confined space, brandishing a small kitchen knife. Ultimately Mr.
dropped the knife and after a brief struggle and was handcuffed behind the back. Trooper Huestis advised
Sergeant Puccio that Mr. - was combative as he was being escorted out of the residence by Trooper
Hettinger, Officers Weaver and Carmine and Deputy Conner, by means of kicking, flailing and verbally
threatening harm against them, Sergeant Puccio went on to write that Trooper Huestis then stated that Mr.

had to be safely escorted down a set of stairs leading from the porch of the residence to ground
level, at which time he stood in front of Mr. ] erabbing at his legs as the others lified. Trooper Huestis
stated to Sergeant Puccio that Mr. [ then lunged forward while in close proximity to him, spitting
saliva directly into his face which also entered his left eye. Trooper Huestis stated that he defensibly reacted
by striking Mr. in the face with his right fist. Trooper Huestis advised Sergeant Puccio that the strike
caused injury, as Mr. started to bleed profusely. Sergeant Puccio wrote that Trooper Huestis stated

to hiim that Mr. was then seated on the ground for EMS arrival, after having been lifted down from

11



the stairs. Troopers and other officers on the scene were unable to render first aid since Mr. -
continued with his combative behavior until he was sedated by responding EMS personnel. Trooper Huestis
reported to sergeant Puccio that he was experiencing minor pain and swelling to his right hand as a result
of the strike to Mr. - face. Sergeant Puccio then secured photographs of Trooper Huestis prior to
transporting him by Division vehicle to the Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital for a medical evaluation.

While at Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital, Trooper Huestis was treated -and released for his injury which
consisted of a contusion to his right hand and the possible exposure to communicable diseases. Sergeant
Puccio continued and wrote that Mr. [JJj was treated for a broken nose and remained sedated at the
hospital for further treatment to include a mental evaluation. Sergeant Puccio secured photographs of Mr.
ﬂ at the hospital and no interview took place due to his sedated and uncooperative state. Sergeant
Puccio’s memorandum is attached as ENCLOSURE #20.

33, The memorandum dated June 3, 2019, authered Trooper Huestis and submitted to Sergeant Puccio,
regarding Trooper Huestis’ actions on May 26, 2019, is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #21.

34, On October 8, 2019, ] attempted to locate and interview Mr. ] with negative results.

35. On October 17,2019, a second memorandum dated May29, 2019, and authored by Trooper Huestis,
came through the Zone II printer. This memo was inadvertently sent to the Zone Il office printer by Trooper
Huestis who wanted a copy to review prior to his administrative statement. This memo included more detail

regarding Trooper Huestis” actions on May 26, 2019. A copy of this memorandum is attached and marked
as ENCLOSURE #22. '

36. On October 17, 2019, an Administrative Statement was taken from Trooper Huestis at Troop K
Zone Il Headquarters, 18 Middlebush Road, Wappingers, NY, relative to his actions on May 26, 2019,
Present for this statement was Captain Dequarto, Lieutenant Healey, Zone Sergeant Mark Conway, Troop
K Zone II, and Trooper Huestis. Also present to represent Trooper Huestis was NCO East Delegate
Representative Zone Sergeant Michael Collier and PBA Deputy General Counsel Maria Morris. During the
statement Trooper Huestis was asked if he struck Mr. to which Trooper Huestis stated “yes”,
When asked why he struck Mr. [JJj Trooper Huestis responded “Instinctively, when I got spit in the
face”. Trooper Huestis was asked to identify other members and officers standing on the porch at the time
of the incident, to which he stated, “I don’t know”. Trooper Huestis was asked specific questions regarding
the existence of the two memorandums he wrote. When asked why there were two memorandums, Trooper
Huestis stated that the memorandum dated May 29, 2019, was his first draft. When asked why the May 29"
memorandum contained information not included in the June 3™ memorandum, Trooper Huestis replied, in
sum and substance, that the memorandum dated May 29" had information in it that had nothing to do with
the injury to the prisoner (Mr. [l Trooper Huestis was asked why he struck Mr. i to which he
replied, “it was instinctive for him spitting in my face”. When asked why his reason for striking Mr. -
was now different from what he wrote in his memorandum, Trooper Huestis stated that he did not recall.
When asked if he felt his strike to Mr. - was justified, Trooper Huestis stated “no”. An audio copy
and transcript of Trooper Huestis’” statement is attached and marked as ENCLOSURE #23.

CONCLUSION:

This investigation has determined that on May 26, 2019, Trooper JAMES J. HUESTIS responded
to a residence in the Village of Wappingers Falls, NY, to assist the village police with a report of a man
armed with a knife and possibly a gun. Ultimately, Mr. - was taken into custody under Section
9.41 of the Mental Hygiene Law and handcuffed behind his back. While being held secure by three officers
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and refusing to be seated outside the residence, Mr. [} lunged his head forward and spit in Trooper
HUESTIS’ face. Trooper HUESTIS reacted by striking Mr. [J ] in the face with a closed fist causing
a broken nose and a laceration to the bridge of his nose. At the time of the strike, Mr. - was
subdued and did not pose an immediate threat to the safety of Trooper HUESTIS or the other officers.
Trooper HUESTIS’ use of force was beyond what was reasonably necessary to arrest and control Mr.
B i personnel complaint against Trooper HUESTIS is FOUNDED. All facts obtained during
this investigation conclude that Trooper HUESTIS did violate the following Regulations of the New York
State Police:

Regulation 8A2: It shall be the duty of all Members to study and comply with the Rules,
Regulations and Instructions, specifically:

Article 31B4: Use no more force than is legally and reasonably necessary to effect the
arrest.

Regulation 8A8(2): A Member shall not act in a manner tending to bring discredit upon the
Division;

Regulation 8D1(2): Under no circumstances shall a Member subject any person to brutality or
duress, or engage in any improper conduct towards prisoners, persons under investigation, or any
other person;

To Wi On May 26, 2019, while assisting the Village of Wappingers Falls Police, Mr.

was taken into custody under Section 9.41 of the Mental Hygiene Law and handcuffed behind
his back. While being held secure by three officers and refusing to be seated outside the residence, Mr.
B (ungcd his head forward and spit in Trooper HUESTIS® face. Trooper HUESTIS reacted by
striking Mr. i in the face with a closed fist causing a braken nose and a laceraticn to the bridge of
his nose. At the time of the strike, Mr. - was subdued and did not pose an immediate threat to the
safety of Trooper HUESTIS or the cther officers. Trooper HUESTIS’ use of force was beyond what was
reasonably necessary to arrest and control Mr. - Trooper HUESTIS” actions reflected negatively
on the State Police thereby bringing discredit upon the Division.
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) Page 1 of gl
. THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
VS
DEFENDANT(S)
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:

STATE OF NEW YORK, __ LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Dutchess COUNTY OF Dutchess

Village OF Wappingers Falls Village OF Wappingers Falls

DATE: TIMESTARTED: 1] AM PULL NAME:
On 6/19/19 at | 1:00 PM | ] s

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

My son, has been on Medical leave from his job as a ||| GTcNGTEE
for four years. He has been suffering from debilitating Migrains and other severe pain in his eyes, jaw and
arm. He has seen multiple specialists and has undergone a Cat Scan, MRI's, a Spinal tap and various other diagnostic

procedures to no avail. Doctors are unable to diagnose his problems nar offer any remediation other than regular Botox
injections in his scalp. has resuited to self-medicate with alcohol. On May 26, 2019, while at our residence of .
* in the Village of Wappingers Falls, NY. | had become extremely intoxicated and was harassing
my wife and myself. When he refused to comply with our multiple requests to calm down, we told him that we would call
the local police to assist us in having him removed from the house. It was at this point that ] said he would hide
and he implied that he might have a weapon. We could neither confirm nor deny. It was this information that led to the
extended Police response. When the officers arrived, my wife and | were told to stand away from the house. We both
stood across the street in the yard of the F Soon, the Police came out of the house with

hands were cuffed behind his back and there was an officer on either side, holding his arms. As he was being
led down the stairs, he seemed to stumble and a Trooper approached him from the front. 1 then saw the Trooper
straighten up and punch [Jili] in the face. | would like to add that in later talking to that Trooper, he told me, that he
had stepped forward because he thought that [Jilij was stumbling and he wanted to prevent a fall and it was at that
point he said | spit in his face.

NOTICE

{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punish

Affirned under penalty of perjury
this 19 day of JUNE .20 19
- Dr -
*Subscribed and Swomn to before me (v TIME ENDED [ AM
this day of , 20 \ 1126 PM

= This fam neod b eworn to only whan specially roquired by the court.
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) Page 2 of 2

:THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK VS,

DEFENDANTIS)

That was followed by the punch. After that, was seated on the porch steps. His injury prompted him to repeatedly
call out in distress. An ambulance was called and was transported to the hospital. As far as other witnesses,
none of the neighbors were at home, A "family” group of people were watching from the top of the driveway of the

I They did not live there and have since left. At no time did | see my son act aggressively toward the officers. [ did
not see him spit. | have not seen or spoken to [Jij since that day. | do not know where he is currently living.

NOTICE
(Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has commitied a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishabl

Affirmed under penalty of perjury

this 19 day of JUNE .20 19
= 0=

*Subscribed and Swom o before ma

this day of .20

0 AaM

ESS) TiRrs, ENDED
L A28 fka 6 RPM
(NAME OF PE N TAKING DE oM

* This form noed bo swom 1o oy when speciically requined by Lha courl,




GENL-4 {04/08) : New York State Police
SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) . Page 1 ofdk
-THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
VS
DEFENDANT(S)
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:

STATE OF NEW YORK, LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Dutchess COUNTY OF Dutchess

Village CF Wappingers Falls Village OF Wappingers Falls

DATE: TIMESTARTED: [ AM FULL NAME!

Ori 6/19/19 at | 1:00 RPM | I, [

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

©On Sunday May 26, my son ||| NN =5 2t our house at * in the Village of Wappingers
Falls, NY, self medicating for extreme facial pain with alcohol. We tried to avoid him. | spent the day outside but he
became belligerent and quarrelsome and would not leave us alone. My husband warned him to leave us alone or we
would call the Police and have him removed. became increasingly agitated and my husband called the Police.

— having weapons and we warned the Police of this. We thought it unlikely he had a gun but warned
the Police in an abundance of caution. Following the arrival of Wappingers Falls Village police and several cars of NYS

Troopers, | was directed by a Trooper to go across the side street, and stand in the front side yard of the
h for my own safety. | took my leashed Greyhound and did as | was directed. There were two people
standing next to the fence at the top of the driveway of the . These two people were visitors to the
not inhabitants, and unknown to me. | cannot say what they observed. More NYS Troopers arrived. The officers
stood around the perimeter of my house, watching the outside of the house while other Troopers
entered my home to lock for my son, r some time, was brought out of the front door of the house

onto the front porch. His hands appeared to be cuffed securely behind his back. Two Troopers held his arms, one on each

side. Other Officers exited the front door. When [ and his escort exited the front door, there were Troopers and a
local Police Officer standing at the foot of the porch stairs leading to the sidewalk on the side street, d

NOTICE

{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor.

Affirned under penalty of perjury
this 19 day of JUNE ,20 19 (st

= 0=
*Subscribed and Swormn to before me E ENDED [JAM
this day of , 20 136 X Pm

= This form noard b swon to only when specificalty raquired by the court. ; /
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) Page J of o
“THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK Vs, :
= DEFERDANT(S)
As and the two Troopers holding his arms began to descend the stairs, one of the Troopers at the foot of the

stairs stepped forward and shortly thereafter drew his arm back and punched in the face. | saw recoil
backward against the stairs as the two Troopers holding his arms attempted to maintain their batance. !elfed for
help. 1 heard someone say that spit at the Officer who punched |l From the front, side yard, near the tree,
of the , | could not see spit as facial expressions were not ohvious from that location. 1 did
observe the Trooper draw back his arm and punch [JJl] in the face. After was punched, | heard someone
say something about an ambulance. Two ambulances arrived and one took him, | believe that the Officers who
punched in the face was the older of the two Troopers with shaved heads at the scene. | believe | had spoken to
this Officer when he first arrived at the scene, before the altercation. When | spoke to this Trooper, 1 explained that
I v =s physically ill and suffering, not just a bad person. From my vantage point, at no time did | see my son act
aggressively toward the Officers. | have not seen or spoken to -ysince that day. | do not know where he is currently
living.

NOTICE
{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishabla as a Class A Misdemeanor.

Affirmed under penalty of perjury
this 19 dayof JUNE ,20 19 (

- Gr -
*Subscribed and Swom to before me w T WS ENDED ] AM
this day of ,20 34 X Pm

{NAME OFPERSON TAKING W
* This form need be Swom B0 o iy wiwd Spocifically foquinod by the colt,
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' = NEW YORK STATE POLICE

N MEMORANDUM

Troop_K _Station SP Wappinger
" Date August 12, 2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K
From: Trooper Andrew J. Hettinger A.3J. 1.

Subject: INJURY TO PRISONER WHILE IN CUSTODY

On May 26, 2019 at approximately 06:30 PM Dutchess County 911 polled for

any available unit that could assist the Village of Wappinger PD for a male EDP known as
Myself that was in marked division vehicle 2K 15 along with other SP

units responded to , V/WAPPINGER. Upon arrival Village of Wappinger
PD informed SP units that a male EDP is logated inside the house with a possible knife. An
outside perimeter was set in place while two Village of Wappinger units, DCSO unit and myself
devised a plan to clear the house. Upon clearing the house, a Village of Wappinger unit advised
that he foW located inside a bedroom closet on the main floor of the residence.
observed laying in the closet with a knife in his right hand and a knife laceration

located on the palm of his left hand. -ignorcd multiple verbal commands from ail

officers to drop the knife. Eventually obeyed police orders and relinquished the knife.

was taken into custody and searched for any further weapons.
_ While in custody and arms restrained in the back by handcuffs ||

repeatedly vocalized vulgar language to all officer’s present. I am unsure of the specific vulgar
" words [ vscd. While escorting [l from the residence to the outside perimeter to
await EMS arrival became very uncooperative. [l had to be escorted
physically by myself holding his right arm, and unknown officer either from the Village of
Wappinger’s Police Department or Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office holding ||| 1=t
arm, While escortingh from the residence a set of stairs just before the street were
observed. TROOPER JAMES E. HUESTIS during that time attempted to assist officers by
grabbing the legs of il to guide him down the stairs. During that time |||
continued to become emotionally agitated by cursing and yelling along with becoming passively .
resistant. [l became passively resistant when disobeying all verbal commands from '
officers to walk during the escort and to sit down when told. At that time, [ started to
spit at TROOPER HUESTIS by lunging his head in the direction of TROOPER HUESTIS.
Immediately, myself and the unknown officer holding [ left arm, physically brought
B o the cround away from TROOPER HUESTIS onto the porch stairs, to inhibit any
further spitting, At this time, I heard a pop.-Immediately following the sound of the pop
B st:tcd “You broke my nose”. I turned back to TROOPER HUESTIS and observed




v 2
TROOPER HUESTIS shaking his right hand and wiping saliva off his face. I did not see

TROOPER HUESTIS hit because I was facing in the opposite direction trying to get
to sit on the porch steps. continued to state unidentified vulgar language and
began to bleed from the bridge of his nose. then began to spit his blood at surrounding
officers until several spit socks were applied. EMS arrived on scene and attempted to evaluate

with negative results due tch becoming physically uncooperative by twisting
his upper and lower body while continually spitting blood at surrounding officers when located
on the stretcher. i, multiple times attempted to raise his head, twist his body in efforts to
get unrestrained, and spit blood at surrounding officers. During the time | was spitting
blood I placed my left shin across ||l hip to iohibit [ from getting off the
stretcher. was getting strapped down by unknown paramedics while I was controlling
the hips 0_. was then sedated by EMS and transported to Mid-Hudson
Regional Hospital for a psychiatric evaluation.

[ E5
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE
MEMORANDUM
Troop_K Station SP Wappinger
Date June 21, 2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K
From: Trooper Samantha J. Fennell S' FS F ’

Subject: Injury to Prisoner While in Custody

On May 26, 2019 at approximately 6:30pm, I was working a 1 Tour out of SP
Wappinger operating marked patrol unit 2K14. Myself along with Troopers CATHERINE
DESARLE, ANDREW HETTINGER, ALEXANDRA BONILLA and JAMES HUESTIS responded
to a Dutchess 911 poll to assist the Village of Wappinger PD with a male EDP at

.n the Village of Wappinger. Upon arrival, the male subject was identified as

, he was barricaded in the residence with a knife. A perimeter was established and
was located inside the residence in a bedroom closet. I was on the rear exterior porch when
I heard voices giving commands, I then entered the residence. When [l was then taken into
custody by Trooper HETTINGER and Village of Wappinger Officer CARMINE, I was in the
hallway outside the bedroom. |} was then escorted out of the bedroom, during this time he
was highly uncooperative, belligerent, irate and spitting. [JJJJJJl] was then escorted outside to
await the arrival of EMS for transport to the hospital for a mental health evaluation. I then went out
to the front porch briefly and returned back into the residence with Trooper DESARLE to look for
any additional weapons in the room where [Jij was located. While in the residence I'heard via
Dutchess 911 that additional EMS was dispatched for an injured Trooper. I assumed the injury was
due tl spitting due to my earlier observations. I went outside to the front porch, Iobserved
I 2t the bottom of the stairs with Trooper HETTINGER and Village of Wappinger Officers.
I did return back into the residence with Trooper DESARLE to check the bedroom where

was located. I heard from officers on scene that Trooper HUESTIS had struck [ io the face
due to [ spitting at Trooper HUESTIS. I do not recall what officer stated that Trooper
HUESTIS struck [l iz the face. I did not observe |l spit at Trooper HUESTIS and I
did not observe Trooper HUESTIS strike [l in the face. Sergeant PUCCIO was notified and
responded to the scene.

;E"’b
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_ NEW YORK STATE POLICE
MEMORANDUM
Troop K_Station SP Wappinger
Date June 26, 2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K
From: Trooper Catherine R, DeSarle (()

Subject: INJURY TO PERSON WHILE IN CUSTODY

On May 26, 2019 T was working a Fi12 tour out of SP WAPPINGER operating marked

division vehicle unit 2K 19. At approximately 6:30 PM, I was dispatched by Dutchess County 911 to .
to assist the Village of Wappingers Falls PD with a barricaded male EDP with a

knife. I responded to the location with Troopers ALEXANDRA BONILLA, ANDREW HETTINGER,
SAMANTHA FENNELL, and JAMES HUESTIS. Upon arrival, a perimeter was established and the
subject, positively identified as was located inside a bedroom by Trooper
HETTINGER and Village Police Officer (PO) CARMINE. I was outside of the bedroom and heard
Trooper HETTINGER and PO CARMINE giving verbal commands to [JiJ: who was inside of a
closet in the bedroom. [ was subsequently taken into custody by Trooper HETTINGER and PO
CARMINE. [ was outside the bedroom when Trooper Hettinger and other uniformed patrol (Village of
Wappinger and DCSQO), escorted- from the bedroom to the porch. While on the porch, I was
focused on parents, who were standing across the street, I returned inside to the bedroom
where was located, to sweep the room for any further weapons. When [ returned out to the
porch, I observed Trooper HUESTIS shaking one of his hands and standing on the corner. 1 learned of the
altercation that occurred through other officers at the scene, I do not remember which one. 1 did not
observe [l spit on Trooper HUESTIS and I did not observe Trooper HUESTIS strike |-
Sergeant PUCCIO was notified and responded to the scene.
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SUPPORTING DEPOSIT!ION (CPL § 100.20) Page 1 of /
"THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
’ VS
DEFENDANT(S)
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPQSITION:
STATE OF NEW YORK, LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Dutchess COUNTY OF Dutchess
Village OF Wappingers Falls Town OF Wappinger
DATE: TIME STARTED: ] AM FULL NAME:
On 6/29/19 at | 3:00 XIPM || Linsky Lundy

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

On May 26, 2018, | was working as an Emergency Medical Technician with my pariner, Paramedic Grace A. at Mobil Life
Services out of Arlington when we were dispatched to a trauma at * in the Village of Wappingers
Falls,NY. We responded and arrived on the scene to find the patient sitting on the sidewalk, bleeding facially, handcuffed
and being restrained. The police reported that the patient was to be transported to the hospital for treatment. We made
contact with the patient who was exiremely agitated and belligerent. The patient was still screaming and swearing, fighting
by thrashing around and kicking at the Police. The patient was lifted from the ground and onto the stretcher. The patient
was still screaming, kicking and spitting at us as we attempted to secure the stretcher safety straps. The Paramedic,
Grace, attempted medical sedation and the patient continued being agitated. A spit mask was applied to the patient but
the patient continued spitting through the mask. The patient was taken on the stretcher and loaded into the ambulance. [
drove the ambulance fo the hospital. During the transport, | could hear the patient continue screaming and fighting. We
arrived at the hospital and the patient was taken inside and into a hospital room. The patient was transferred onto a
hospital bed and left in the care of hospital staff. At the hospital, | learned that the patient had received the facial injury
from an aitercation with the Police. | did not see how the injury occurred as it happened prior to my arrival on scene. |
never saw anyone hit the patient.

NOTICE
{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemean

ENT) — Licn‘ﬁ Lundy

TIME ENDED [ ] AM
8 PM

TAKING nﬁm’/

Affirmed under penalty of perjury

this 29 day of JUNE .20 18
- or -

*Subscribed and Swom to before me

this day of , 20

* Thia form nead bo sworm to onty whin apocifcally reduined by (b court.
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE

MEMORANDUM

Troop K Station__SP Wappinger

Date July 3, 2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone., Troop Commander-Troop K
From: Probationary Trooper Alexandra A. Bonilla A.4.3-

Subject: INJURY TO PRISONER PRIOR WHILE IN CUSTODY

At approximatelybﬁz’;l.‘i p.m. while working a scheduled 1 shift. Troopers JAMES
HUESTIS, CATHERINE DESARLE, SAMANTHA FENNEL, ANDREW HETTINGER and [

patrolled to || i- the Village of Wappinger to assist the Village of
Wappinger Police Department with an emotionally disturbed person with a knife

While on scene I secured the outside perimeter while Troopers HETTINGER,
DESARLE, HUESTIS and FENNEL went inside to located ||| | | NN | v
inside of the house to assist when I heard someone yell “drop the knife”. When I went inside I
was told that he was in a bedroom and that there may be an exit from the room to the basement
so I went towards the back exit in the kitchen to secure that side. I observed [l being
brought out of the residence by Troopers HETTINGER, HUESTIS with the assistance of the
Village of Wappinger Police and a Dutchess County Sheriff’s Deputy. ] was handcuffed
behind his back with the Village of Wappinger officer holding his left arm and Trooper
HETTINGER holding his right arm. The Dutchess County Sheriff’s Deputy was towards the
back of the group of officers bringing [ JJil] ovtside. Trooper HUESTIS was walking on the
right hand side in front of the group. I did not know the names of these officers. was
resisting walking out by refusing to walk, flailing and squirming his upper body, spitting in the
directions of the officers, and yelling “fuck you cocksuckers” at the troopers and officers while
they were escorting him out. I was still in the residence in the living room towards the kitchen,
behind Troopers DESARLE and FENNEL while they were walking outside. No one
else was standing beside me. While the group of officers were walkirl outside, I saw
I <icking his legs in an attempt to become deadweight and become more difficult to
move outside. I saw Trooper HUESTIS grab [l right leg to try and control him to make
him easier to move while they were just getting outside onto the front steps. I saw the officers get
B onto the porch and lost view of them until I got closer to them. My view was partially
obstructed by the officers in front of me as I was still in the residence. I moved-towards the exit
to where the officers and [} were and | sitting on the steps and spitting in the
general direction of the officers when Trooper HETTINGER told me to get a spit sock. I went



through the back of the house to 2K 15 to retrieve a spit sock to attempt to stop [ from €1
_spitting at the officers. I did not see face until after I retrieved the spit sock I walked
over to the group of officers with and saw bleeding from his nose. I handed:
"Trooper HETTINGER the spit sock and he placed it on head. After the sock was
placed on- he continued to shout various curses such as “fuck you cocksuckers” and
“one of you mother fuckers broke my nose”. [Jij continued to spit at the officers with the
spit sock causing the spit to be bloody. I retrieved a second spit sock and it was placed on
Trooper HUESTIS asked me if he had any marks on his face because spat
on him. EMTs one male and one female arrived and when they attempted to examine
he continued to use general curses asking when someone was going to fix his nose. Sergeant
PUCCIO arrived around the same time as the EMTs and we briefed him on the situation. The
officers and I assisted the EMTs in getting onto a stretcher. At this poin
was still kicking his legs to resist and TROOPERS DESARLE and I each held down a leg so the
EMT could secure them. The female EMT sedated and gave him pain medication.
was transferred on to the ambulance and Trooper HUESTIS went with Sergeant
PUCCIQ to receive medical attention. Another Village of Wappinger Officer was on scene
however I do not know when exactly he arrived. I was still on scene having a conversation with
the other officers and asked what happened to [Jj because I did not see Trooper HUESTIS
or any other officer hit [JiJ. scmeone, 1 do not remember specifically who said “I think
HUESTIS hit him”, I did not witness contact being made between with the troopers, or officers
and [l 1 did not witness and injuries to any involved parties. I was not injured in any way
during this encounter,
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK '.E‘ L

VS
DEFENDANT(S)
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:

STATE OF NEW YORK, _ LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT ‘ STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Dutchess COUNTY OF Dutchess

Village OF Wappingers Falls Town OF Poughkeepsie

DATE: TIME STARTED:  [5] AM FULL NAME:
on 7/4119 at | 9:46 P ||, Geroge Lebron

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

On May 26, 2019, [ was working as the Paramedic with Mobil Life Services and arrived at — in the
Village of Wappingers Falls, NY. after responding to a call for an Officer needing medical attention. We arrived on the
scene and | saw a Sergeant from the NYSP speaking with another Trooper. | spake with the Trooper who stated that he
was spit on in the eye and that his hand was sore. The Trooper advised that his hand was sore from pulling the patient
out to arrest him. He said they found him under a piece of furnature. The Trooper told me that his hand was injured while
moving the patient outside and that during that time he was handcuffed, still resisting and very agitated. | sent the Trooper
to see my partner, Emergency Medical Technician C. Grotzer, in the ambulance for treatment. | then assisited Medic
Grace Aguilar with patient care. The patient had a spit mask on with blood coming from his nose and mouth. The patient
was handcuffed behind his back. The patient was having his feet restrained by a female Trooper. Medic Grace Aguilar
told me that the patient spit in her mouth. | assisted Medic Aguilar with sedating the patient. The patient was very agitated,
squirming around and experiencing "excited deliium". The patient was sedated using the excited delirium protocol. The
patient was moved to the ambulance and transported to MHR E.R. | did not witness the patient spitting on anyone. 1 did
not witness anyone hit the patient.

NOTICE
(Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeganor,

Affirmed under penalty of perjury // -

this 4 day of JULY 20 19 (siGnATURE oF EPONENT) — Geroge Lebron
- cr -

*Subscribed and Sworn to before me

this day of , 20

PWITNESS

ENDED  [] AM
10115 OrPmM

[MAME OF PERSO TAKING
* This form naod bo swom bo o nly when specilically required by te oo,
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK : BN

; VS ,.
DEFENDANT(S)
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:

STATE OF NEW YORK, LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Dutchess COUNTY OF Dutchess

Village OF Wappingers Falls Town CF Poughkeepsie

DATE: TIME STARTEOD: AM FULL NAME:
On 7/4M19 at | 9:48 aewm | |, Christopher A. Grotzer

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

On May 26, 2019, | was working as the Emergency Medical Technician with my partner, Paramedic George Lebron, for
Mobil Life Services. We were dispatched as the back up crew to F in the Village of Wappingers Falls,
NY to a report of an Officer needing medical attention. Upon arrival egan assessing the situation and spoke with
Officers on the scene to see if anyone required medical assistance. One Trooper had a complaint of being spit on by the
patient and it going in his eye. | treated the Trooper with normal saline flushes to copiously irrigate the eye of exposure.
The Trooper stated that during the removal of the patient from the home, the patient was aggressive and spit in his face. |
advised the Trooper that he should seek further medical attention for exposure of pathogens and he stated that his
Sergeant would take him to the hospital for evaluation. At no time did | witness any acts of aggression from anyone at the
scene. | did not see anyone hit the patient and 1 did not see the patient spit on anyone. The patient on the stretcher
appeared irritated. After treating the Trooper, the Medic from the primary crew reported that the patient had also spit in
her mouth and on her face. She stated that she would be seen at the hospital upon arrival of after patient transport. The
Trooper made no other complaints aside from bodily fluid exposure to his eye. | do not recall the Trooper voicing any
other injuries.

NOTICE
{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any persen who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as 7?55 A Misd nor.

Affirned under penalty of perjury A

this 4 day of JuLY .20 19 (sIGNATURE OF DEMONENT) — Christopher A. Grotzer
- or -

*Subseribed and Sworn to befare me

this day of 20

* Thiz foom nesd bo swom to only when ! quired by th ot

(WITNESS) TIME ENDED  [X] AM

0:17 O pPM
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) Page 1 of

"THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
* VS

DEFENDANT(S)
ATI F INCIDENT: LOCATION OF DEPGSITION:
STATE OF NEW YORK, _ LOCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Cutchess COUNTY OF . Dutchess
Village OF Wappingers Falls Town OF Wappinger
DATE: TIMESTARTED: [ AM FULL NAME:
On 07/19/19 at | 11:58 OPM | |, Grace Aguilar

STATE THE FOLLOWING:

On May 26, 2019, | was working as a Paramedic with my partner, Emergency Medical Technician Linsky Lundy, for Mobil
Life Services when we were dispatched to ||| |} } NI i~ the Village of Wappingers Falls, for a psychiatric
emergency. When we arrived and approached the porch we observed the patient sitting on the porch steps, his face was
bloody and he was wearing a spit mask. The patient was handcuffed behind his back; he was being belligerent and yelling
"fuck you, fuck you people” and continually spitting through the mask. The patient at one point spit on my face and into my
mouth, so we applied a second spit mask. During this time | heard someone say something about someone hitting him. |
do not recall specifically who or what was said but | remember the patient saying something like “they fucking hit me”.
Before we tried to get the patient onto the stretcher and into the ambulance | asked if anyone else was injured. A Trooper,
[ do not know his name, raised his hand and stated that he was and stated something to the effect of “my hand is sore, |
hurt my hand, he spat on me and we had to put a mask on him". | do not remember exactly what the Trooper said. | then
quickly looked at the Troopers hand but since the other ambulance crew was there | had them attend to that Trooper.
When we tried to get the patient onto the streicher it was difficult. He was centinually yelling and wiggling around. He was
trying to kick us so we had to secure his ankles to the stretcher. Then | sedated him, We got him loaded onto the
ambutance. | rode in the back of the ambulance to continue treatment of the patient on the way to the hospital. A
Wappingers Police Officer, | don’t not know his name, rode in the back of the ambulance with us. During the transport the
patient was continually belligerent and yelling

NOTICE
(Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor.

Affirmed under penalty of perjury

this 19 day of JULY .20 19
-0r=

*Subscribed and Swom to before me

this day of , 20

" This ferm nood ba sworm 1 anly whan speciicaly roquired by the cout.

E ENDED [] AM
‘u%ng B PM
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL § 100.20) Page 2 of 2

* THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK VS.

DEFENGANT(S)

"fuck you" and he kept trying to spit on us. He never said anything about his injury to me. Once we got to the hospital we
turned the patient over to hospital staff. During this call for service and my time in the presence of the patient | never saw
anyone hit the patient.

NOTICE
{Penal Law Sec. 210.45)
In a written instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to.he true has committed a
crime under the laws of the state of New York punishable as a Class A Misdemeanor.

Affirmed under penalty of perjury

this 19 day of JULY ,20 19
- or -

*Subscribed and Swom to before me

this day of .20

] TME EnDED ] AM
T 25, Mgy D e @ew
{NAME OF/PERSON TAKING w

s

* This form need be swom to only when specifically required by tha courl.
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL §100.20) PAGE 1 ODF 1
. . NEW YORK STATE POLICE
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
—vs
Defendant(s)
INCIDENT LOCATION: LOCATION OF DEPOSITION:
STATE OF NEW YORK [ OCAL CFRMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS COUNTY OF ORANGE
TOWN of WARPFINGER ' CITY of NEWEBLURGH

Date | Tirpe Startad i Full Narma
on| oanzmors | at [os020m |
iDuta of Birth Na. end Streel IC;TN [ state
[ ] AEREEREETRY I NY

State The Following:

My name is || 27< | am speaking with Sergeant Nicholas Gallipan: of the New York State Police. On May 26, 2019

I was in my friend’s holise, on | filling aut paperwork when | heard an argument outside. |
then went outside in the driveway where | saw poiice and road biocks. | saw the father outside tefiing the poiice where the
weapons were in the house: There were State Troopers, Wappinger Police and other agencies there. \When ihe poiice
brought him outside on the porch. he was fine Then lim and his dad were having words and something triggered him off
That's when he started getting physical and belligerent. The police then had to tale hin to the ground at the bottom of ihe
stairs. He was bleeding when the poilice took him to the ground but I did not see how it happened Two ambulances
showed up and put him on the stretcher where he was spitting. He was spitting befare and after he got onto the sirefcher,
They were trying to check him out but he did not stop so they put the spit bag on him. The father said. "you did this to
yourself * He kept on asking his dad to call his girlfriend but his dad wouidnt fisten.  They then put im fn the ambuiance
The police there were trying to keep him calm.

Notice
‘Penal Law 210 45)
Iri @ writter) ifst it, any person who khowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe to be true has
1aer the laws of the state of New York punisnable as a Class A Misdemeangr

Affirmed under panaity of periury

TH
this 12 dayof August , 2018 -
- OR - . = e
* Bubscribed and Swom o before me " T G
g{r}\lg Vﬂgﬁ«ﬂ}ﬂm@mnw 04:20 PRI
thig day nf — ha foalitth e

o7 e i SETSLUAIAS [ g e B A15Y

Thet Borte pee f T ounind o b B e (R T P
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SUPPORTING DEPOSITION (CPL §100.20) PAGE 1 OF1
. . NEW YORK STATE POL!CE

THE PEOFLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
- VS,

Defendant(s)

l INCIDENT LCGCATION: LOCATION OF DEPQOSITIGN:

‘ STATE OF NEW YORK [ (JCAL CRIMINAL COURT STATE OF NEW YORK

| COUNTYQF  DUTCHESS COUNTY OF ORANGE

; — e :
|

{‘ TOWN of WAPPINGER CiTY of  NEWBURGH

Date : Time Started ! Full Name:

on| gasiz201e | at |eaz3pm ‘ - IR

Dste of Birth No. and Streat CTAN State
——y e — ] [ ————1] NY
State The Following:

iy name is and | am speaxing with Sergeant Nicholas Gailipani of the New York State Police On May 26,
2019 we were at house on | when ] said there was something going on outside By the
time I got outside the palice had the genitleman on the ground with one of the spit bags over his head aiready. He was

beqging his mother a*"i father to call @ gin. possibly hiz girifiend.  The father said to his son. "you did this e yourself "
That's when the paramedic showed up and putied out the stretcher  Thay got him on the sirefcher and he was calm for a
iittle bit until he saw the paramedic with a needle and vile. At that point he staried spitting again and they stuck another net
over his face | then noticed the blood because of the white sheet over his face. | did not see how he got his injury but saw
that he was bleeding. | then went inside to finish my laundry

Notice

{Penal Law §210.45)
In & wriken instrument, any person who knowingly makes a false statement which such person does not believe fo be true has
committed & crime under the laws of the state of New York punishabl a2 il

Affirmed under penalty of perjury
TH
this 12 dayof aAuGUST . 2019

wI3F

* Subscribed and Sworn to before me [[ M Tiere Ended |
i 04:34 M
this day of %‘r}sg WGL %2 E{HQ pii il ‘
@TQL»W LAS éawpamﬂ.’h-’r

* TTUG T NS B SWoEn 1o anly when soecibically requines by thie Coun



GENL. 24D {Rev 05/15)

IE)IGITAL PHOTO RECORD INSTRUCTIONS: :‘:E;ns;f a s:ﬁ’i:::f for each investigation
STATION . CASE NUMBER FIULEAD NUMBER INCIDENT DATE FHOTGC DATE S —— _T_IMETQ —
S? Wappinger ks 05/26/2019 05/26/2019 [« 7:-15PM F30PM
INVESTIGATING MEMBER T T T T T T T T B HOTOGRAPHER S NAME 5 TR R R AT R
Sergeant Lawrence A. Puccio Sergeant Lawrence A. Puccio

CASETYPE COMPLAINANT - DEFENDANT - OPERATOR. DECEASED

On-Duty Injury / Injury to Person in Custody

NYSP/

COUNTY
Dutchess

ADDRESS OR LOCATION

I N vincers Fel's

NY 12590

"GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SGENE/ ITEM(S)
Trooper and Suspect injuries

ACTION REQUESTED

DATE SUBMITTERTO FIU ~

(] Burn To cO/DVD ] Print

Retain

MANMER SUBMITTED: {Check one}

GAMERA | IMAGE TYPE OR FILE FORMAT

Nikon KpecOTFJRaw | races | o | 05/27/2019 X coovp [JE-MAL [Jother

macen | CAMERA DESCRIPTION: IMAGE# Pﬁgﬁg‘}g# DESCRIPTION: )

1 Joon — 39 '

2 Jo02 Trooper James E. Huestis right hand 40 o B o
3 _|003 “Trooper James E. Huestis left hand 41 1 )

4 004 “Trooper James E. Huestis T L

5 005 Facial of Trooper James E. Huestis .43 i —:____ o _:ﬁ_ h
6_ | __0_06 n stretcher ) 44 :

7 _|o0o07 n stretcher _— IR -:-__H i . _-

8 . {008 n stretcher _ 46 | ! i -
9 | 009 Stairwell / Porch T a -

10 010 Bioodmon stair landing a8 o o )
11 101 49 o o
12_io012 I i D
13, 013 S T T -
T S ) R N RS e S e M ey

15 o -

. = e ,
17 ss (| T/ )
1 56 i ] -

19 57 : ! )

20 1 58 T

21 T T T ee B )
22 o 60 o -
23 61 o

24 ) T e T T T

25 63
26 64 T o
27 . 65
28 66 T
29 - 67 o
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31 69
32 70 T
33 7 o
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38 76 .
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New York State Police
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Administrative Message Report ' AMENDED

05/28/2019 11 01
F;rint‘Run Date DS/28/2018

Date\Time Reported\Discovered Agency ORI
05/26/2018 18:38 NYSP WAPPINGER
Message

ASSIST OTHER AGENCY, INJURY TO PERSON - WHILE IN CUSTODY, ON DUTY INJURY, ON DUTY INJURY -
EXPOSURE TO COMMUNICABLE DISEASE

Investigated By Units Responded Photos YES Videotape NO
SERGEANT LAWRENCE A. PUCCIO UF

T S P TN N N PO P o L I DA R Y P O A W
On May 26th, 2018 al approximately 6:38 pm, SP Wappinger Troopers James E. Huestis, Andrew J. Hettinger, Catherine R.
Desarle, Samantha J. Fennell and Alexandra A. Bonilla responded to a 911 call at . VWappinger Falls to assist
the ViWappinger Falls PD with an EDP with a knife. The suspect, was located in the residence

within a confined space brandishing 2 kitchen knife which he eventually dropped and was taken into custody after a brief
struggle. As he was being escorted out of the residence, onto the porch, the suspect continued fo be highly combative by
kicking, flailing and threatening harm towards the Troopers and Officers. In an attempt to safely traverse down a set of stairs,
Trooper Huestis graibed the leg of the suspect, who then spat in Trooper Huestis's face and into his left eye. Trooper Huestis
then struck the suspect in the nose with a closed right fist to stop the suspect's aggressive behavior towards him and the

other Officers. The suspect continued to resist and spit at the officers and was eventually sedated by responding EMS who
transported him to Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital for a mental heaith evaluation and an apparent nose injury, Sergeant
Lawrence A. Puccio responded to the scene to investigate and subsequently transported Trooper Huestis by Division vehicle
to the Mid- Hudson Regaonal Hospital for a minor injury to his righ‘t hand-and for the exposure of bodﬂy fluids.

. rrig TR T s

¥ o O Y
B it = L i e B, .'-.::!.f
Lalar s—:—.n-,-_-ﬁ-a—mh‘n. “._...1_.,._..._ - AR A

=r. . was kept sedated by the hospital staff and diagnosed with a broken nose and held,

for further evaluation. ARS number to be obtained during next business day,

S, v

Captain Paul M. DeQuarte, Zone Il Commander, was notified by Sergeant Puccio.

R e e et i g e e
L .:-'- t At T s 3 TR g i

Sl

I Addendgm“ s i A J Lk
ARS contacted, todays date and number#00801779 was asmgned

Aclual address of Incidehli-_ Wappingers Falls,

# Vehicles # Injured # Deceased  Apparent Cause
0 2 0 ~ PENDING INVESTIGATION
County CiTIV Name Location\ Street Name \ Mile Post Marker
DUTCHESS WAPPINGERS FALLS, VILLAGE OF - 1424 _
Weather Gonditions Road Conditions
2 - CLOouUDY 1-DRY

Description of Damage
NONE

Criminal Action
MENTAL HEALTH LAW 5.41

Sent Date \ Sent Time Sent By
05/26/2018 23:40 PUCCIO LAWRENCE

Notification = ZONE

. <| CAPTAIN PAUL M, DEQUARTO

Page 10of 3
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o T I D O A e e A
. Driver Name boR Gender License State Chemical Test NO
1 Driver Charged NO
Address City State Zip
Violations
Driver Member? Member Rank Date of Entry Member Shield Member Shift
NO CAPTAIN
COWNET I OrMAtion A s 5 5 e e koo 0% g
Name (exactly as printed on registration)
Address City State Zip
Insurance Company and Code
EVEnEIE Informtion T, Tre o, T R e e e v -
License Plate # State Vehicle Year Make VIN #
Van # Mileage
School Bus NO Front Airbags Deployed NC
Comm. Veh, NO Side Airbags Deployed NO
NYSP Veh. NO Fire Suppression Deployed NO
Equipment NO Equipment Damage
Damage Description
Einfired: N0 cease i Rrsor Nt ratian AL I A T TR 2D

Injured \ Deceased

Injured \Dé:;eased Name

Gender Race Approx Age
HUESTIS, JAMES E M 2- WHITE
Address City State Zip
1220 WASHINGTON AVENUE ALBANY NY 12228
Description of Injury
0
Injured Taken To (Medical Facility) Position in Vehicle
MID-HUDSON REGIONAL HCOSPITAL
In Custody Seat Belt Ejected Relative Notified
NO NO NG NO
Driver Member? Member Rank Date of Entry Member Shield ARS #
YES ‘ TRCOPER 04/21/2008
N e e S AU G o

Injured \ Deceased L;M

ANJURED: ]

Injured \ Deceased Name

Page 20f 3

Approx Age



£19

* Addrass City State Zip

g 0 ] WAPPINGERS FALLS NY 12590
Descripfion of [njury
BROKEN NOSE

Injured Taken To (Medical Facility) Position in Vehicle
MID-HUDSON REGIONAL HOSPITAL

In Custody Seat Belt Ejected Relative Notified
YES NO NO NO

Driver Member? Member Rank Date of Entry Member Shield ARS #
NO

Page 3of 3
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE

MEMORANDUM

Troop K Station East Fishkill

Date_ September 25, 2019

To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K

From: Sergeant Lawrence A. Puccio %

Subject: INJURY TO PERSON WHILE IN CUSTODY

On May 26, 2019, at approximately 6:57PM, | responded to the
residence located at ||| in the Village of Wappingers Falls after
receiving a telephone call from Trooper JAMES E. HUESTIS who advised me that he
had just struck a subject in the face, after having been spat on, by said subject.

Upon my arrival, | observed Troopers HUESTIS, ALEXANDRA A. BONILLA, ANDREW
J. HETTINGER, CATHERINE R. DESARLE, SAMANTHA J. FENNELL, Officer GEOFF
A. WEAVER, NICHOLAS M. CARMINE of the Village of Wappingers Falls Police
Department and Dutchess County Sheriff Deputy IAN M. CONNER attempting to
restrain a combative male subject who was seated on the ground and handcuffed
behind his back at the base of a set of stairs, leading to the porch of the residence. The
subject was identified as and he was bleeding profusely from
the facial area. Due to Mr. uncontrollable and aggressive behavior, Mr.

was ultimately sedated by responding Mobile Life Support Ambulance
personnel GRACE M. AGUILAR and LINSKY LUNDY, prior to transport to Mid-Hudson
Regional Hospital for treatment. | was not able to interview -pat the scene. | did
secure photographs of the scene and of Mr. ||l person.

Trooper HUESTIS advised me that the State Police were dispatched to the scene to
assist the Village of Wappinger Falls Police with a report of an EDP with a knife.
Trooper HUESTIS advised me that Trooper HETTINGER, Officer CARMINE and
Deputy CONNER located Mr. within the residence in a confined space,
brandishing a small kitchen knife. Ultimately Mr. dropped the knife and after a
brief struggle, Mr. was handcuffed behind the back. Trooper HUESTIS
advised that Mr. was combative as he was being escorted out of the residence
by Trooper HETTINGER, Officers WEAVER and CARMINE and Deputy CCNNER, by
means of kicking, flailing and verbally threatening harm against them. Trooper
HUESTIS then stated that Mr. i had to be safely escorted down a set of stairs




, of Mr. grabbing at his legs as the others lifted. Trooper HUESTIS stated that
Mr. then lunged forward while in close proximity to him, spitting saliva directly
“into his face which also entered his left eye. Trooper HUESTIS stated that he defensibly
reacted by striking Mr. in the face with his right fist. Trooper HUESTIS advised

that the strike caused injury, as Mr. [l started to bleed profusely. Trooper
HUEST!S stated that Mr. was then seated on the ground for EMS arrival, after
having been lifted down from the stairs. Troopers and other officers on scene were
unable to render first aid since Mr. continued with his combative behavior until
he was sedated by responding EMS personnel. Trooper HUESTIS reported to me that
he was experiencing minor pain and swelling to his right hand as a result of the strike to
Mr. face. | secured photographs of Trooper HUESTIS prior to transporting
him by Division vehicle to the Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital for a medical evaluation.

Mr. was treated for a broken nose and remained sedated at the hospital for
further treatment to include a mental evaluation. | secured photographs of Mr. [N
at the hospital and no interview took place due to his sedated and uncooperative state.

Ieadini from the porch of the residence to ground level, at which time he stood in front (-40

| later learned that [ Father, GG «2s on-scene at the time
of the incident, however he was not interviewed by me until June 9% 2019.
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE
MEMORANDUM
Troop K _Station__SP Wappinger
Date June 3, 2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K

From: Trooper James E. Huestis c;km(

Subject: INJURY TO PRISONER WHILE IN CUSTODY

On May 26, 2019 at approximately 6:30 PM, Dutchess County 911 polled for additional
units to assist the Village of Wappinger Falls Police Department with an emotionally disturbed person in
possession of a knife at || N | }E} I i» the Village of Wappinger Falls. Upon my arrival,
Trooper ANDREW J. HETTINGER, Trooper SAMANTHA J. FENNEL, Trooper CATHERINE R.
DESARLE and Trooper ALEXANDRA A. BONILLA were on scene at the residence. 1took an exterior
post outside the residence at ||| in the Village of Wappinger Falls because we.did
not know where the suspect identified as was. [ heard Trooper HETTINGER
giving commands to put a knife down and then they heard in custody. I was on the front porch
as was being escorted out of the residence. [JJJJJ ] was being combative, attempting to kick
and headbutt the officers involved. I moved closer in an attempt to assist in securing [ 2t which
time he spit at me striking me in the face while attempting to headbutt me. 1 feared his continued action
would cause injury to myself or other police officers on the scene. In an effort to gain control
I struck him once with a closed fist to the face, which allowed the other police officers and ] to further
secure- 1 reassessed and determined no further force was necessary. Mobile Life Support
Ambulance then transported the [l to Mid- Hudson Regional Medical Center in Poughkeepsic,
New York. [was then transported by Sergeant LAWRENCE PUCCIO to Mid-Hudson Regional Medical

_Center for medical evaluation as I had minor pain and swelling to my right hand.

Y



(2%

Genl.7
X NEW YORK STATE POLICE
MEMORANDUM
Troop K Station___SP Wappinger
Date May 29,2019
To: Major Richard L. Mazzone, Troop Commander, Troop K
From: Trooper James E. Huestis

Subject: INJURY TO PRISONER WHILE IN CUSTODY

On May 26, 2019 atapproximately 6:30 PM, Dutchess County 911 polled for additional
units to assist the Village of WappingerFalls Police Department with an emotionally disturbed person in
possession of a knifeat ||| | |} ] I i» the Village of Wappinger Falls Upon my arrival,
Trooper ANDREW J. HETTINGER, Trooper SAMANTHA J. FENNEL, Trooper CATHERINE R.
DESARLE and Trooper ALEXANDRA A, BONILLA were on scene at the residence. [ took an exterior
post outside the residence at in the Village of Wappinger Falls because we did
not know where the suspectidentified as was in the residence. T heard Trooper
HETTINGER was giving commands to put a knife down sol entered the residencethrough the front door
to assist. I took a backup position behind OfficerGEOFFREY WEAVER of the Village of Wappinger
Falls Police Department, on the outside of a rear bedroom door. Officer WEAVER and I could not gain
entrance into the room becauscjij +as in a storage closet behind the doorand if we opened the
door it would block the storage closet wherche was located I heard Trooper HETTINGER in the rear of
the bedroom engaged wit giving verbal commands to drop the knife Village of Wappinger
Falls Police Officer NICHOLAS CARMINE and Dutchess County SheriffDeputy IAN CONNOR where
in the rear bedroom assisting TroopetHETTINGER. Once I heard them removing th from the
storage closet, Officer WEAVER and] entered the room to assist in handcufﬁnm&ed out
of the room so they could ge onto his feet and get him to theambulance. [ wason the front
porch near the stairs, while was being escorted outof the residence, he was being highly
combative by kicking and flailing his body andscreaming that he would kill the police. While I was
attempting to keepjjil] safe by gaining controlof his legs, he then spit in my face and said, “Fuck
You.” [ then proceeded to gaincontrol of the combative suspect with a closed hand fiststrike to the
face to gain compliance. A spit sock was placed over his head Mobile Life Ambulance then
transported the suspect to Mid- Hudson Regional Medical Center in Poughkeepsie, New York I was then
transported by Sergeant LAWRENCE PUCCIO to Mid-Hudson Regional Medical Center for evaluation.
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MEMBER TARGET - NON-CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS
TOWN OF WAPPINGER OCTOBER 4, 2019

This Statement is taken from Trooper James E. Huestis at SP Wappinger on October 17, 2019, by
Captain Paul M. DeQuarto and Lieutenant Peter B. Healey, commencing at 10:57am

The letter “C” will denote questions asked by Captain Paul M. DeQuarto

The letter “Q” will denote questions asked by Lieutenant Peter B. Healey

The letter “A” will denote answers provided by Trooper James E. Huestis

The letter “L” will denote comments from Ms. Maria Morris

The letter “P” will denote comments from PBA representative Sergeant Michael Collier

Q. The purpose of this interrogation is to inquire into your activities as a Member of the New
York State Police. Specifically, it has been alleged that on May 26, 2019, you struck one

I ~ith 2 closed fist in the nose causing an injury. Mr. [ was

handcuffed and in custody when you-allegedly struck him.

This interrogation is being conducted pursuant to the Article 16 of the PBA Collective
Bargaining Agreement and the Regulations of the New York State Police, including 8A3
and 8A1S5.

You have the right to contact and consult with a union representative or attorney before
being interrogated, and to have a union representative or attorney of your choosing
present during the interrogation. Do you understand this?

Al Yes.

Q. You are not under arrest. However, Article 16 and the applicable Regulations require you
to cooperate and answer truthfully questions relating to the allegations. A refusal by you
to cooperate or to answer questions, or a failure to answer any questions truthfully, may
result in disciplinary action against you, up to and including the termination of your
employment. Do you understand this?

A, Yes.

Q. You are entitled to all the rights guaranteed by the State and Federal constitutions. As this
is an involuntary statement, your responses during this interrogation are automatically
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cloaked with criminal immunity. Accordingly, neither your statements nor any
information or evidence that is gained as a result of, or in reliance upon, this interrogation
can be used by a police or prosecutorial entity against you in support of a criminal
proceeding. Do you understand this?

Yes
Are you being represented at this time and if so, by whom?
Yes, by Maria D. Morris deputy gen ah counsel and Michael Collier, PBA Delegate.

It should be noted that ah, Sergeant Michael Collier is sitting in for the Troop K Delegate
Trooper Maurice Coley who was unavailable today. You were advised on October 1,2019{
the matter being investigated and that it would be necessary for you to give a statement
concerning this matter, is that correct?

Yes.

I am Lieutenant Peter B. Healey and as a supervising officer and representative of the
Superintendent I am authorized to conduct this interrogation. This interrogation is being
recorded mechanically at SP Wappinger Zone Headquarters. A full transeript will be
prepared and you will be provided with a copy of the tape or will be afforded an opportunity
to cause a duplicate of this tape to be made for your future use. You will be given the
opportunity to view the written transcript from this tape upon completion to ensure its
accuracy, and will also be provided a full copy of the transcript, subsequent to your signature.
Do you understand this?

Yes

Also, present in the room is Zone Sergeant Mark Conway, Zone 2 Zone Sergeant, do you
understand this?

Yes

The record will note that you are present in response to a direct order. Trooper Huestis you
will now be asked questions relating to the performance of your official duties and you are
required to answer these questions. If you decline or refuse to answer any questions, you
will be ordered by me to answer. If you then continue in your refusal to answer, disciplinary
action will be initiated charging you with disobeying a lawfu] order. This disciplinary action
could result in the termination of your employment with the Division of State Police. You
will be permitted during this statement to take breaks when reasonable and appropriate.
Having been advised of the above, are you now ready to proceed with this interrogation?
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Please state your full name and rank.

Trooper James E. Huestis

What is your date of entry with the Division of State Police?
April 21, 2008

What is the location of your current assignment?

Patrol of SP Wappinger

On May 26" you patrolled to_ in the Village of Wappingers Falls, NY. Is
that correct?

Yes -
What was the nature of that call for service?
To assist the Village of Wappinger Police with the MHL.

Who was the subject of that call?

1 believe it was --
Please describe what you observed when you arrived at ||| | GGG

I saw a chaotic scene of Troopers trying to be put into a situation where somebody had a
knife at that time.

Were you the first State police member there?
No.

Ok. What other Law Enforcement personnel, both State Police Members and other agency
personnel were there?

Village of Wappingers Police where there.

Who?
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I don’t remember their names.

Ok.

I think one was Officer Weaver at the Village I don’t know the other names.
Ok.

The Dutchess County Sheriffs I believe were there.

Ok. Who? Do you know who?

I don’t know the names.

Ok.

And the State Police

What Members?

Trodper Desarle, Trooper Bonilla, Trooper Hettinger, and Trooper, there was one other
Trooper, her name will come to me in a second. Trooper Fennell

Did you speak with the other officers when you arrived?

Yes.

Who did you speak with?

Trooper Fennell, Trooper Bonilla and Trooper Desarle.

And what did you discuss?

To secure the perimeter so that the individual, the suspect, didn’t try to escape the house.
They were on scene when you arrived?

Yes, we arrived on scene together.

Ok. Together or at the same or around...

Around the same time.
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Ok. And you all got together and discussed what to do? Is that what you’re saying?

Correct.

And that was to what?

Secure the scene as best possible, secure the incident, the perimeter.

Did there come a time when you entered the residence to look for Mr. ||

Yes.

What did you do when you went inside?

[ went in to make sure everyone was secure at the bedroom once they located him.
Where were you standing?

I was standing in the l’:allway at that'time, when I first entered, behind Office Weaver

Who entered the residence to search for Mr. -

To search for him? It was a Village Officer that  didn’t know, a Dutchess County Sheriffs
and Trooper Hettinger.

Ok, so in relation to inside the house, where was Trooper Hettinger?
By that time, he was in the back bedroom.

Ok.

You talking about when he went into the house, when he went into
Yeah, yes

When Trooper I.-Iuestis went into the house

Yes, this is your observation so,

Right.

So, I’'m going to ask you where saw, where was Trooper Desarle?
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She was behind me to the left.

Ok.

[t was Trooper, it was the Officer Weaver.

Where was Trooper Bonilla?

At the time, I was, where [ was she was on the other side of the wall but I had to move her.
Other side of the wall in the residence?

Yes.

Ok. Where was Trooper Fennell?

Same spot.

Where was the Village of Wappinger, Detective Weaver?

He was right in front of me.

Are you familiar with Detective Weaver from other...

Yes.

Ok, and where was the Village Officer Carmine?

Was he the other Officer there? I don’t know who that is.

Ok, yes he weis.

Ok, then he was in that room with Trooi)er Hettinger.

Ok, where was DCSO Deputy?

I believe he was in the room too because there was three of them in there.
Ok.

So, I believe he was in that room also.

Were you familiar with him, do you know him?
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No.

ok. Once.Mr. [JJJliJ was Jocated did you assist the other Officers in escorting him out of
the residence?

Not escort, I helped to get him into custody in the back bedroom and then I left that scene to
the front porch, once he was handcuffed.

Ok. How did you help get him into custody?

Once they pulled him out of where he was and we were able t0 open the door, Officer
Weaver and I went in there and were able to help them to get his arms behind his back,

Ok. So as Mr. - is being escorted from the residence did you help them?

Inside the residence? No.

Ok. Ashe’s bei‘ng csc'orted out, out of the rcSidence, did you help them?

I was on the front porch, yes,

Ok. Describe Mr. - demeano; when he was being escorted from the residence?
He was very combative, flailing, more so right when he was coming out of the residence.
Can you des, He was handcuffed correct?

Yes.

Behind his back. How can you describe the flailing then, can you describe that for me? A
little bit. '

He was moving head front back and I believe it was his left leg was kicking out, because
there was one officer to his right arm and one officer behind him, there was nobody on the
left side so he was more combative on that side and that was what he was doing.

Ok. So, as he’s being escorted from the residence how was he in custody how was he
secured?

He had handcuffs on and there was one officer to the right of him and one officer behind
him.
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Behind him, do you know who those officers were?

I believe it was officer Weaver and Trooper Hettinger, I’m not sure which was, [ don’t recall
which one was in which spot.

As he’s being escorted from the residence where were you standing? |

When he first came out of the residence I was on, right outside the doorway on the top
decking. As he was getting out and they got had control over him I thought they were going
to fall down the two steps so [ went to the bottom of the steps.

Ok. So, at this time when he’s being escorted down the steps who else is on the porch?
Officer Weaver and Trooper Hettinger is all [ remember.

Ok, where was Trooper Desarle at this point?

I don’t, I don’t know.”

And where was Trooper Fennell at this point?

[ have no idea.

And where was trooper Bonilla at this point?

I don’t know.

Where was the Deputy at this point?

I didn’t see him.

Ok. Did there come a time when you assisted other Officers at the scene with escorting Mr.

B i of the porch?

I don’t think so, no.

Can you rephrase that question.

Rephrase that a little bit.

Did you, when they were taking him down from the porch,

Yes.
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Did you help them?

I tried to. And then I went down the two steps.

You say you tried to help them bring him down, how did you do that?
I saw his leg flailing out- so | went to go help that side.

Do you remember which side that was.

That would have been his left side.

So, what did you do?

I went to go like this and they said they got him so [ went down the two steps because [ said
they would probably have more trouble on the stairs with him.

Did you grab his left s'ide leg?

No.

What was Mr. ] demeanor after he was escorted down from the porch?
Ah, combative still and appeared angry.

Can you describe combative?

Flailing moving his arms and legs around and I believe he was using obscenities toward
police.

Did there come a time, once Mr. [ was down from the porch, that you struck him?
Yes.

How did you strike him?

With one right hand to the facial area.

Open hand or closed hand?

Closed hand instinctively.
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Why did you strike Mr. -

Instinctively, when I got spit in the face.

Did you strike Mr. | slow. solely because he spit in your face.

[t was instructively, yes.

I have no more questions at this time, [’d like to take a break.

Take a break on our end.

Alright, the time i1s 11:15am, take a short break

Ok, the time is now 11:2]am, and we’re back on record.

We’re now going to go over two memorandums that were, that are in our possession. ['d like
to draw your attention to the first memorandum that’s dated May 29, 2019 and it appears to
have been authored by you.

I’m sorry what was the date Captain?

Actually, I'm going to correct that we're going to refer, first I'm going to refer to
Memorandum dated June 3, 2019, it’s to Major Rich Mazzone and it appears to have been
authored by you with some initials. The subject matter is called “INJURY TO PRISONER
WHILE IN CUSTODY™. I'm going to ask you to take a look at this memorandum and see if
it’s a fair and accurate depiction of the memorandum that you submitted, in relation to this
investigation, So, at this time I’m going to show you the memorandum. The content is what
I’m asking you to review, the highlights and all that is, ah is from me.

Yes.

Ms. Morris, would you like to see it?

No, um just to clarify your question was is that the memo that he actually submitted?
Correct.

Ok and your answer is yes? Ok, thank you.

Who did you submit that memorandum to?

Sergeants at SP Wappinger.

10
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Who specifically?

I put it in the Sergeant’s bin.

I'm going to draw your attention to a section of the memorandum that states [Jjjjjj was
being combative, attempting to kick and head butt the officers involved. I moved clgserin,
in an attempt to assist in securing [ at which time he spit at me striking me in the face -
while attempting to head butt me. I feared his continued actions would cause injury to
myself or the other police officers on the scene. In an effort to gain control over !
struck him once with a closed fist to the face which allowed the other police officers and I to
further secure [[il] Do you recall adding that to your memorandum?

This is the same thing.

I just want to make sure it is.

We can take a time out...illegible

Take a time out.

Yup, the time now is {1:24am.

The time is now 11:26 and we are back on record.

So, Trooper Huestis to get back to my previous question. Do you recall adding that portion
into your memorandum?

Yes.

Can you explain the discrepancy as to what you stated earlier about why you struck Mr.
and why in your memorandum it indicates a different reason as to why you struck
him.

When Mr. [l was coming out of the house that’s when he was very combative and his
head was moving in a different direction and he was flailing. It, I stepped up to the stop step
there that’s when Trooper Hettinger and Officer Weaver gained compliance of him and [
moved down to the bottom of the step.

Can you explain that at the time that you struck him and in your memorandum, you put, he
spit in me, he spit at me striking me in the face while attempting to headbutt me.

Right his.

11



There’s no question there.

Ok.

You testified, or you stated earlier, that the reason you struck him in the face was instinctive
because he spit in your face. In your memorandum, you put that he attempted to head butt
you, is that accurate?

Yes:

He attempted to head butt you at the time that you struck him?

His head came in a forward motion appearing to be heading butting me.

[s that the reason why you struck him? |

No,

So, can you explain why in your memorandum you wrote that?

I said while he was attempting to head butt me, I felt he was aﬁeinpting to head butt me.

You also wrote in the memorandum in an effort to gain control of- I struck him once
with a closed fist to his face. Is that accurate?

Yes.

So, the reason you struck him was an attempt to gain control of him?

Instinctive, after he spit in my face and I struck him once.

[ just want to clarify Trooper Huestis, which one is it, did you...

[t was instinctive...

Let me, let me answer the question, ask the question please.

You struck him because it was instinctive to him spitting in your face? Or you struck him to
gain control of him?

Instinctive.for him spitting in my face.

Can you explain why you put that in your first memorandum, that you attempted to gain

12



control of him that’s why you struck him.
I don’t recall.

I'm going to draw your attention now to a Memorandum dated May 29, 2019, also addressed
to Major Mazzone and it appears to have been authored by you Trooper James Huestis, and
its titled “injury to prisoner while in custody” I’m gonna show you this memorandum and tell
me if you recognize it.

Yes.
How do you recognize it?
That was I believe my first draft of the incident.

I’m going to draw your attention to a portion of the memorandum that I'Il read to the record
and then I’11 ask you a question.

“So, I entered the residence through the front door to assist. Itook a back-up position behind
officer Jeffrey Weaver of the Village of Wappinger Falls police department on the outside of
a rear bedroom door. Officer Weaver and I could not gain entrance into the room because
I v :s in 2 storage closet behind the door and if we opened the door it would lock the
storage closet where he was located.- Village of Wappinger Falls pelice officer Nicholas
Carmine and Dutchess County Sheriff Deputy Ian Connor were in the rear bedroom assisting
Trooper Hettinger. Once [ heard them removing the from the storage closet. Officer
Weaver and I entered the room to assist in handcuffing Do you recall putting that
into the body of this particular memorandum?

Yes.

Can you explain, why that section that I just read on record is not in your memorandum that
you submitted on June 3, 20197

Because that doesn’t have anything to do with the injury of the prisoner, noted in my subject
line in my memo.

Do you feel that your strikes to Mr. [ was justified?
No.
I have no further questions.

I have no further questions.

13



A. I have no questions.

Is there anything further that you would like to add?
No.

> K

Q. Ok, this statement is now concluded. The time is 11:33am on October 17, 2019.

| have read this statement consisting of 14 pages and affirm that it is true to the best of my
knowledge. 1have placed my initials on the bottom of each page and next to each correction and I
signed it below.

.‘(' -
3171
Signed before me this (**Date**),
i{ / 3"/5.90!(']

14






